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The Secarity Council agree d to 
a gp ^ jjdSate epfriday bn l^baixm’schaxges atlsraai acts of, 
MgiCTcin p;$bn&em Lebanon and was cape dad to approve* 
* " D^maficsources said a reroed text 

ajtgj^a i pfi and speak natead of acts of 
vjbkacc, tfellfotcd Stateswoaid not exercise its 

ca vtoSO - aadtit&l Ise tiwohiocra would command broader 


. ac&ns, as was proposed mafr&af&red.by Lebanon on Monday, 
the rauncil wtrtiy be asked to state that it deeply deplored the 
rndd^tS'/Ihe council hssheld. two meetings on the question. A 
fcmherseaspa scheduled for Tuesday was cancelled m light of fee 
new-tunnoftin SeiroL The, following day. a UK spokesman said’ 
the debatehad been postpaid- miri! further police. 




An indepen 

^IjiU fejjjVt id 


. Murphy heads for Mideast 
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reviving the 
not deny a report 
Richard Murphy was to meet King Hussein in London. State 
Department spokesman Bernard Kalb said Mr. Murphy bad left 
Washington for meetings with regional leaders, but he refused to 
discuss his itinerary for security reasons. Kalb said the United 
States would be working with die parties to achieve an “int- 
ernational context that meets the political needs of those involved 
jand leads to direct negotiations" Kalb repeated the U.S. position 
that if Moscow wished to play a larger role in the Middle East 
peace process, “it should demonstrate by its actions a willingness 
to be con s truct i ve 
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ation, S the; occopiedGaza Strip' to - jail J 
iniDott^' terms" rangfog from four to 10 
ad rafm.r yotx&.fbr suaztTsrad ac&, RaL 
estsoiaa souroM ^aki. The court 
s eqh a aoed vRasfcfo Abu Znr, 18, 
to 10 yjcax&m prison. 25ad Abdul; 
Kader Barkrt, 24 j was sentenced 
id miwyeaEs inJprixmand Hus- ‘ 
seMArazi, 31,/ was sentenced to 
a man the sources j 
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loyalists 

m m 

retake strongholds 

Leftists keep up assault; fears grow of all-out 
civil war but Falangists seek to pacify Syria 

Combined agency dispatches 


Afro- Arab meeting voices 
support o f Palestinian rights 
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BEIRUT (R) ■— Thnee ^oamrii 
embassy officklswere kxjsapp^ 
by unknown gunmen near Be 
anport m Lebanon on. Friday 


BEIRUT — Fierce dashes continued in the 
Christian heartland of Lebanon on Friday as 
leftist militiamen kept up their assaults on 
positions held by army troops and fighters 
loyal to President Amin Gemayel after the 
overthrow on Wednesday of a mihtia leader 
who signed a Syrian-sponsored peace acc- 
ord. 

■ 

The containing violence also 1 led counter-attack on the leftists. 

Police said 21 people were kil- 
led and 56 wounded in the night- 
long counter-offensive in the cen- 
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sources said the three, off- 
* one Spanish and. two Leb- 
were 


* m 


canB' hours after Spam est- 
abfisfaed fan d^pput^ndations 


^parked fears of a new all-out civil 
war but the Falange Party, the] 
main Christian political group,; 
appeared to be trying to fimk the 
manage caused by its oppotition. 
to die Syrian-backed peace acc- 
ord. 

"The Associated Press said. 
Gemayel loyalists and army tro- 

‘ on' 

and eastern flanks of 


north. 

The army used- U.S .-supplied 
M-48 ranbe and M-113 armoured 
personnel carriers to beat leftist 
militiamen of tire Syrian Social 
Nationalist Party around Dow- 
war, east of Bikfaya, 16 
o metres northeast of Beirut 
The army command reported 
11 soklieTs were killed and 26 
wounded in the Bikfaya-Dowwar 
action. Police said military cas- 
ualties were included in their ove- 
rall toll 

Witnesses told Reuter shells 
crashed into Christian villages; 
near Bikfaya and aisr> hit the eas- 
tern district of the capital. 

^ - Heavy artillery exchanges bet- 

tral n y«»>tsin< above Mr. Gem- ween Progressive Socialist Party 
ayeTs hometown of Bikfaya and 1 (PST) and Lebanese army gunners 


DAMASCUS C Agencies) — The 
Permanent Commission for 
Afro- Arab Cooperation said on 
Friday that the only solution to the 
Palestine question lies in the res- 
toration of tiie legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people and a total 
Israeli withdrawal from all occ- 
upied Arab territories. 

At the conclusion of a three -day 
meeting, which started here on 


Wednesday, me committee sup- 
ported a proposal by Jordan foe 
holding an international peace 



conference-on the Mideast to be 
attended 
including 
Or g a nis a tio n (PLO). and the 
fweipennanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 

The committee also called for 
putting an end to the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

It also r*ntn\ for s u pporting the 
struggle of the Palestinian people 


to liberate their occupied land and 
establish their own state under the 
leadership of the FLO. The com- 
mittee further called on all world 
countries and international and 
r egional organisations to shoulder 
their responsibilities for putting an 
end to ' : Israel’s aggressive acts 
against the Palestinian* people, 
and condemned Israel's violation 
of the sanctity of Haram A1 Sharif 
in Jerusalem. 

The committee also condemned 
the U.S. policy, which, it said, is 
based on supporting Israel to imp- 
lement its expansionist policies in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

The committee stressed the 
need for intensifying contacts with^ ■ 
the European Community states 
to develop a positive stand tow- 
ards the Palestrae question and to 
encourage them to contribute pos- 
itively to international efforts for 
holding an international peace 


1 conference. 

The committee called for coo- 
rdinated efforts at the int~ 
emational level to force Israel to 
withdraw from South Lebanon 
'and to support the Lebanese res- 
istaoce. 

The committee recommended 
that the Namibia (South West Afr- 
ica) question be solved in acc- 
ordance with United Nations res- 
olutions and condemned the gov- 
ernments extending aid to the rac- 
ial regime of South Africa. The 
committee called for all e ffo rts to 
bold an international conference 
on sanctions against South Africa. 

The committee viewed any dev- 
iation from a comprehensive boy- 
cott of the two racial regimes in 
South Africa and Israel as det- 
rimental tc tire Arab and African 
causes. 

. . (Gontfaued on page 3) 





the northern Batroun region near 
the ancient port city of Byblos. . 

The Gemayel loyalists also lau- 
nched a counter-attack during the 
night against the Syrian-backed 
"Masada” militia* of former Pre- 
sident Sulci 
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ocamied - West Bank as of 
ApriL A total of 25,000 peqple 
beB^ .from the services oT.the 

vve«k. The<iosare by the jbfadi, 
*—**.-- "hasectiffimBobk 
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Mt&arak of Egypt will viat W< 
Germany at the end of ticusmoai 
shortly after Prime IVjBnisi 
moa Itxesof Israel,gavenm^u 
sources said Friday. The 
offidaT ^2airo newspape r Af 
Ahram said Friday M&r. Mub " 
i^ vBft Boam Jan*j20-^1 j 
I addressing the European Par-^ 
I hamentm StnSboin^SdQa goy- 

:i enimwit - OTncea,- ' peeking . qq 
condition <^ aiKmymny, conT 
firmed the visit but deefined to 
l»hnridb details^ “ 


Geagea calls for talks with leftists 

BEIRUT — P ighri d mBria I n d c si ffMfa l for d ialo gue 

wifo left3£s «xi as pro^yrian fines raked fresidot Amh 

Genmyel's momitaiQ vfll^e with rocket fire. 

Ariqy hudts fired back hito Syrian-beM ten^ory as the 122-nan 
rockets ^edroveriietKi, gplodhtg annd Mr. Gema y ePs large res- 
^tfoBce fo BMaya shoot 20 kBotmtres from Befrm. 
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calfed oe fitefr ieftht foes for "a dhiogne aimed stt adUeving M 


also erupted around Mr. Gem- 
ayeTs palace near the Beirut sub- 
urb of Baabda, radio stations rep- 
orted. 

The fighting, sparked by the 
overthrow two days ago of 

Franiieh in the Syrian-backed rightist militia 

chief Elie HobeiksL, coincided with 
efforts by Christian politicians to' 
prevent a major retaliatory push 
by Syria’s mfti tfe allies. 

The mostly Christian Falange, 
Party loyal to Mr. Gemayel helped 
Mr. Geagea crush Mr. Hobeika’s 
forces in fighting that killed atj 
least 200 people and wounded 
hundreds. 

l^.Tlobeikarwas fbroed ter flee 
Lebanon, leaving in tatters a 
Syrian-backed peace pact he sig- 
ned with PSP leader Walk! Jun- 
blatt and tire Shf ite Anal mov- 1 


Spain establishes ties with Israel, 
stresses PLO role in peace effort 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — 
Spain and Israel established dip- 
lomatic relations on Friday for the 
first time, in a ceremony marked 
by a categorical Spanish den- 
unciation of Israeli occupation 
and annexation of Arab land. 
Spain also balanced its move tow- 
ards Israel by calling for the par- 
ticipation of the Palestine lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) in 
Mideast peace talks. 

The diplomatic agreement sig- 
ned in The Hague by the two nat- 

ftIL. 1 > * 


countries recently at the United 
Nations General Assembly, in 
Tunis and in Madrid to explain 
Spam’s position. 

Foreign ministry officials from 
Israel and Spain signed the agr- 
eement at a secret meeting in the 
Hague, guarded by police on max- 
imum alert after wa rnings of pos- 
sible guerrilla attacks in The Net- 
herlands, the Dutch government 


(Continued od page 3) 


Heavy fights continue in Aden; 
multinational exodus planned 

DJIBOUTI '(Agencies) — The; nationals. telephone and telex Hnks between 

Soviet Union, and West European! ha Bonn, a Fore ign Mmistry' South Yemen and the rest of the 

stales plan to evacuate their dt-. spokesman nH West Germany world, interrupted srnce Monday, 
mens from Aden, where heavy had asked Britain and the Soviet were to be restored within the next 
fighting between rival groups was .Union to help -the urgent eva- 48 hours, 
reported lor a fifth consecutive; cuation of its citizens. ‘ The airport, scene of int- 

day., ! The Moscow sources told Reu- ermittent fighting during the past 

Djibouti Foreign Minister ter Soviet authorities had reported five days, would also be reopened 
Moumra Bahdon Farah tokf rep- the breakdown of peace talks' shortly. 

orters Soviet Ambassador Victor, which started on Thursday bet-! The South Yemeni health oh* 
Perishkinhadaskedhimtohelpm . ween President AH Nasser Moh-^ ister, Abdullah Bakir, said in 
thetranshofSovietnationalstobc ammad and hard-line pro-Soviet Sana’a that the "legitimate aut- 
h mnght nut by sea across thej rebels. hority is in control and now mop- 

20flhmfle wide Bab A1 Mandab 1 Gulf-based - Arab and Western! P®® ®P small pockets” of rebelsm 
strait. j diplomatic sources told the APi Aden. 

Mr; Farah said this meant thej tank battles were raging Friday in' Mr. Bakir, who crossedthebor- 
situatioe in the South. YememCap^] Aden, and fighting was spreading der into North Yemen Thursday 
ital was deterioratkig. : to tribal regions in Soutn Yemen!; was quoted by the United 

In Moscow, Western diplomatic Arab dqrtomatic sources in- Arab Emirates newspaper A] Itt- 

souices quoted officials as saying! Sana’a, North Yemen, that! 95 that President 

[ the Sovfetembassyiri Aden hopes! "more than 300 rebels have been kfchammadwas "personally dir- 
to arrange at least a brief ceasefire! rounded m> by forces loyal to Pre- ectmg all political and military act- 
so thatit can evacuate families of, sideat Mohammad. ! ion, after tite conspiracy was cru- 

- These sources told tile AP that! shed.” 


day in a meeting here betweenlsr- 
aefi Premier Shimo n Peres and 
Spanish Premier Felipe Gonzalez, 
according to both governments. . 

In Madrid, the Spanish gov- 
ernment appealed for Arab und- 
erstanding of its new relations 
with Israel and reiterated its call 
for Middle East peace talks to inc-’ 
hide the PLO. 

"We believe the Arab people 
wil] perfectly understand our pos- 
ition in favour of peace... we hope 
they will act in accordance and 
inteUigently," Spanish Foreign 
Minister Fhmcisco Fernandez 
Ordonez told a news conference in’ 
Madrid. 

Mr. Fernandez Ordonez said he 
bad met representatives of Arab 


As it signed the agreement, 
Spam issued a statement saying it 
wsuld reCam.dqse Jinks. wUh tbe.. 
Arab World ami railing for rec- 
ognition of Palestinian rights in a 
peace settlement 

It called for talks under mt- 
ematkmal auspices "with the par- 
ticipation of foe Palestine Lib- 
eration ' Organisation as rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo-* 
pie.” 

Spain said it opposed "ter- 
ritorial acquisition” by force, and 
stressed its "non-recognition’’ of 
.annexation of Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since the June 
1967 war. 

Within (bat context, Spain cal- 
led for the dismantling of Israeli, 
settlements in occupied ter- 
ritories, and said it opposed the 
1980 Israeli annexation of Jer- 


usalem. 

"The Spanish government con- 
siders that the legitimate rights 
and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people, and specifically the right 
to self-determination, must be 
recognised and guaranteed,” said 
foe declaration. But it added that 
"the right to peaceful existence for 
all states in the region, within sec- 
ure and internationally recognised 
boundaries, must be guaranteed.” 

Da response, foe Israeli gov- 
ernment reiterated at the cer- 
emony, the peace initiative pro- 
posals made by Peres at the U.N. 
in October, when he called for an 
international Middle East peace 
conference, involving talks with a 
joint Jordanian-Palesfoiian del- 
egation. (Full text of statement 
appears on page 2). 

Spanish-Israeli matters have 
been handled for foe last five years 
by an unofficial Israeli diplomatic 
mission in Madrid attached to the 
World Tourism Organisation. 

Greece is now the only Eur- 
opean Co mmuni ty (EC) nation 
without full diplomatic relations 
with IsraeL 

Spain is the last West European 
country to establish diplomatic 
ties with Israel and it decided to do 
'iso after joining foe EC on Jan. 1. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( A gencies) — Jewish settlers cla- 
shed with Pales tinian worshippers 
jat foe Ebrahimi Mosque in foe 
occupied West Bank town of Heb- 
; roc over who had the right to pray 
there and Israeli troops dispersed 
the crowd, reports said. 

1 An Israeli spokesman said that 
;at 6:15 am. Israeli troops rushed 
j to foe Ibrahimi Mosque m Hebron 
■when they beard shouting coming 
from the budding which bouses 
|tbe cave. The mosque houses the 
repu ted burial place of the Biblical 
patriarchs Abraham, T«a^ and 
Jacob. 

A number of Palestinians were 
arrested, reports said. 

Jews and Muslims are permitted 
to pray at the holy place at dif- 
ferent times to avoid conflict. Jews 
are normally permitted to pray 
early in the morning, but on Fri- 
day foe Jewish settlers tried to dis- 
rupt Pales tinians attending pra- 
yers ithere , reports said. 

On Tuesday, a fracas erupted 
on Jerusalem's Haram A1 Sharif 
when 20 Israeli legislators visited 
foe area. 

Palestinians shouted at one of 
tiie legislators who begad praying 
on foe site and foe Israeli team had 
to cut short the visit 

Members of foe U.N. Security 
Council were holding private con- 
sultations over a request by Mor- 
occo said the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) for an urgent mee- 
ting of foe councfl to discuss Israeli 
violations of foe sanctity of A1 
Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jer- 
usalem. 

In a letter to council President 
Li Luyer of China, Morocco's 
Ambassador Moulay Mehdi Ala- 
oui, current chairman of foe Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC), drew attention to foe “ser- 
ious threat to international peace 
and security resulting from Israeli 
acts of profanation committed 
recently against the sanctuary of 
Haram A1 Sharif...” 

A similar letter was sent to the 
council president by UAE Amb- 
iassador Mohammad A1 Shaah, 
current chairman of the Arab 
group. 


No sign of compromise on SDI in Geneva 




Reaganfaospitalised 

^ ^‘forxteck-up 
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Washington (R) — ^president 

3 Reagan ^entered hospital on Fri- 

day for an exam i na ti on ,tq det- 
ermine his progress since foe rem- 
oval cf a canoeroi^ growth from 
, p uii* 1 his colon last July. Mr, Reagan 
j.^Lwaved, grinned and. riveted ant- 
;oSB ogrt^hs for White Himse viators 
b ,l*i before he and his wife Nancy boa- 

;l s rded a beSbopter for foe short 
flight to the Befoesda Naval Hos- : 
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A British enfoasqr official in 
Moscow said ti» Soviet Unicm was 
also trying to help arrange the 
departure of British and French 


despite foe fighting the situation) Mr. Bakir, it said 
could settle in favour of the gov-* boratxag, delivered a written mes- 
emment. They quoted uni-| 

dentified officials as saying that! (Con titled oa page 3) 



and Somali 
leaders meet 

DJIBOUTI (R) — Efoio^kmleai-H 
der Meagistn Haile Manam and! 
Somali - President Mohammad 


Barns met cm Friday for the 
first tine iaa decade in an attempt 
to end deep hostility between their 
two countries, Somali offioahj 
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They gave few details but said 
the leaders discussed the dbpntsd 
Qgadea desert region over which 
they fought a border war in 
1977-78. 

: Djibouti Foreign Minis ter 
Mottmin Bhadan Farah raid pat- 
. ience was needed bat he was opt- 

■ i .■ i ■ ii •“ 


roved. 

Djibouti President Hass an 
•Gobled mediated at the talks and 
Foreign Minister Mopmhr Bah- 
don Farah said he was optimistic 
that the two antagonistic 
ghbdais would overcome 
hostility. 




soadSonnlm J 

he said. “Lots of time, pt&ace 
and perseverenoe is needed to 
resolve them ,1am a n opti mi st” 


Summit is contingent, 
Mubarak tells Peres 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Egy- 
ptian President Hosm Mubarak - 
told Israeli -Prime Minister Shi-: 
mem Feres on Friday that a (fate 
for a summit meeting between 
them depended on progress in 
negotiating terms for arbitrati ng a 
border dispute, Taraali officials 
said. 

. The Egyptian charge d'affaires, 
in Tel AyivJ Mohammad Bas- 
sknmi, acting as Mr. Mubarak's 
envoy, metEtetcs and gave him foe 


The 


approved a 14-point jian to imp-; 
rove relations with Egypt. i 
Egyptian Foreign Minister; 
Esmat Abdul Meguid «»tH m J 
Cairo on Thursday that Egypt sawi 
the decision to refer Taba to int- 
ernational arbitration as positive. 
. Israel held on to Taba when it 
handed the rest of Sinai back to 
Egypt in 1982. Egypt has long ins- 
isted cm independent arbitration 
to resolve the dispute. 

Former US. 

Henry Kissinger amvea nere oa> 
is over .Friday and fended off suggestions 

ml ii I lx. . I >. . , 



Thba, a tiny coastal endave on the: tiaathc might be asked to arbi t ra t e 
Gulf of Aqaba occupied by Israel the Taba dispute. 


in 1967. 

Mr. Bassionm on Friday ret- 
urned from Cairo, where he had 
gone to consult Mr. Mubarak after 
the Ifflaeh cabinet agreed to sub- 1 
nnt the Taba di^nzte to arb- 
itration. 

Mr. Mubarak said he hoped no: 

•meet Peres and hxvited the teamof 
Israeli .officials who have been ompanied by 
oonductiog the Taba talks to go to ■ ■ The newspaper Davar reported 
'Cairo and continue the neg- that Dr. Ksshiger was to meetj 
ptiatioos, official at the prime with Feres on Saturday and with 
miniistex’s office said. other government leaders latex in] 

; Last Mcoday the IsraeE cornet the w^k. 


Dr Kissinger, a guest of Tdj 

is to be awarded 
an [honeffgy : doctorate for 
semoes to hfideast peace. 

- Dr: Khmoger told at 
odated Press reporter who asked 
if be woold mediate between foe 
two countries, “No, I don't think 
that will happen.” He is acc-j 
by ms wi 


GENEVA (Agencies) ' — The 
Soviet Union tabled a vast plan for 
banning all nuclear weapons from 
the earth by the year 2000 when 
U.S. and Soviet negotiators ope- 
ned a new round of arms control 
talks here on Thursday. 

Moscow’s ambitious proposals 
were unveiled by Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev just before 
tiie new round, foe first since foe 
Geneva November summit bet- 
ween Mr. Gorbachev and Pie-, 
sideut Ronald Reagan, opened. 

But Western diplomats fol- 
lowing tite talks said the unusually 
far-reaching Soviet proposals 
should not hide the fact that Mos- 
cow still raadf. an agreement on 
arms reduction dependent on the 
US. abandoning its strategic def- 
ence initiative (SDI). 

The U.S. "Star Wars” research 
programme on a space- and 
land-based missile defence 
been the major stumbling block 
since^ tiie negotiations began in 
March last year. 

As tite negotiators embarked on 


the fourth round, there were no 
signs of a rapprochement on “Star 
Wars,” the diplomats noted. 

Mr. Gorbachev also announced 
a three-month extension of a Sov- 
iet freeze on nuclear testing which 
started last Ang. 6, the 40th ann- 
iversary of the dropping of the 
atomic bomb an Hi roshima - The 
U-S. administration said it still 
refused to join the moratorium. 

The Soviet delegation led by 
Viktor Karpov introduced foe 
three-stage, 15-year plan during a 
two-hour meeting at foe Soviet 


The plenary session grouped 
the three teams negotia ting cm 
mteroontinental midear missiles, 
medium-range missiles and space 
weapons. 

. Iq Bonn, Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl was quoted as saying West 
Germany would examme the Sov- 
iet plan carefully, while Britain's 
Foreign Office said the proposals 
contained new elements which 
had to be sanforised, 
j Sweden hailed tiie extension of 


the test ban as signalling hope for 
world peace, and Indian Prime 
Mmister Rajiv Gandhi said he 
hoped the proposals would lead to 
elimination of all midear weapons 
by the end of tiie century. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
welcomed the “bold ideas” con- 
tained in Moscow's plan. 

Mr. Karpov told reporters the 
new round would concentrate on 
proposals to cut foe superpowers’ 
strategic arsenals by Half. 

The Soviet Union proposes that 
in a first stage, weapons which can 
reach each other’s territory be 
reduced by 50 per cent wi thin tiie 
next five to eight years. 

But it rays this could only be 
possible if Washington renounced 
“Star Wars.” 

The United Slates has formally 
announced it would not join in the 
extended Soviet moratorium but 
President Reagan said he was gra- 
teful for a new Kremfin arms con- 
trol offer. 

. Both the White House and Def- 


ence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger also said the Reagan adm- 
inistration was detennmed to go 
ahead with “Star Wars.” 

Mr. Weinberger told a news 
conference it was “very, very wor- 
risome” that the Soviet Union 
.contained to link its arms red- 
uction proposals to an end-to foe 
“Star Wars” programme. 

He and White House spo- 
kesman Larry Speakes said Was- 
hington had to pursue its nuclear 
weapons testing, which officials 
say is largely devoted to exp- 
eriments with hydrogen bomb- 
powered “Star Wars” lasers. 

“The Soviet Union- now does 
;notneedtotesLltisinmortantfor 
,us to test," Speakes tola rep ort ers. 
I He added that Mr. Reagan rem* 

. aioed "totally co umritted” to SDE 
' Answering shouted questions 
from reporters at a picture session 
in the cabinet room on Thursday, 
Mr. Reagan said he was “very gra- 
teful” for a letter from Mr. Gor- 
bachev outihring his new plan fend 
that it would be studied carefully. 


Shevardnadze, Abe hold 
unscheduled talks 


TOKYO (R) — The foreign ram-; 
isters of Japan and tiie Soviet! 
Union met for an unscheduled' 
80-minute fecial session Friday 
iqght in an effort to narrow dif- 
ferences blocking agreement on a 
joint comnamkpe, Brngn Min- 
istry sources said. 

j "There was progress m mutual 
^understanding... the possibility of 
la joint co mnam ique Being issued 
increased,” the sources told rep- 
iorterc after the talks between re- 
tiring Soviet Foreign Minister^ 
Eduard Shevardnadze and irisj 
Japanese counterpart Shintarol 
Abe- 

But they said Japan had not 
co mp ro mi sed its stance over the} 
continued Soviet possession <k 
ifour smaQ &ands north of Japan 


Moscow took during the 
' dosing days of World Warn and 
Tokyo still regards as Japanese 
territory. 

The foreign ministers met after 
aides failed in day-long talks to- 
co oppose an acceptable statement; 
to cover the nagging territorial 
dispute. ' . 

• The sources did not say how the 
expected communique would be 
worded. The territorial dis- 
agreement over the islands has. 
been seen as foe outstanding pro-. 

Mem in the talks. . - ■ 

* - ■ 

; They said they were not sure 

when the communique would be 

issued. “All I can sav now is ‘no. 

1 co mmuniq ue 

tee stated. 



M 


one sou- 


Westland shareholders fail 
to endorse Sikorsky offer 


\ LONDON (R) — Shareholders of 
Britain's ailing Westland Hel- 
icopter Company, meeting against 
a background of a political crisis, 
failed cm Friday to endorse a res- 
cue package led by the U.S. Sik- 
orsky oonqxmy. 

Just over 65 per cent of the 
rehokiers supported the two res- 
olutions which would have opened 
;the way for the deal, well below 
the 75 per cent needed for app-' 
iroval recommended by the Wes- 
.tiand board. 

. Westland Chairman Sir John, 
Cockney said he would appeal to a 
rival Eoioj)ean consortium to wit- 
jhdraw its offer and open the way 
for a rescue. 

A much closer result had been 
expected. Support for foe Etc-' 


lopean offer of almost 35 per 
dr the vote was considerably lriore 

than had been predicted. 

■ 

' Lack of orders had forced the 
company to the verge of bank- 
ruptcy &hd Mr. Cockney told sha- 
reholders failure to agree on a 
speedy rescue could threaten its 


Air. Cockney, was dearly upset 
by tiie vote. He tuged tte Eur- 
opean consortium leaders to “do, 
foe honourable tiring. Let your 
proposal lapse. Do not destroy 
I' Westland by attrition.” • 

. He saip&sthe board of Wesdands 

remafoed firmly behind the 
%i&3e4 bid and would try to 
jfiod another way of warning app- 
roval for it. 
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ROME (Agencies) — The United States has 


oceat man. 


Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi. 


Mr. Whitehead, who is on a tour 
to enlist allied support for Was- 
' hin gton’s economic sanctions aga- 
inst Libya, said he could give no 
details of the evidence contained 
in a classified document he han- 
ded to Mr. Craxi. 

But he Cold a news conference 
the document had a lot of inf- 
ormation that went beyond a Jan.' 
8 State Department white paper 
that accused Libya of supplying 
passports to die guerrillas who 
attacked the Israeli airline counter 
at Vienna airport. 

Mr. Whitehead said die U5. 
was presenting its allies with “inc- ' 
ontrovertible evidence of Libya's 
involvement in the recent inc- 
idents at the Rome airport and the 
Vienna airport." 

“The specific evidence of (Lib- 
yan leader Muammar) Qadhafi 
involve men tin the two airport inc- 
idents is... incontrovertible. I can- 
not detail that for you because 
obviously if the detailed nature of 
it is known it will only help the 


sident Reagan. 


Jan. 7. 


nomic sanctions. 


Spain underlines PLO role 

THE HAGUE (R) - The following are the texts of a jointstatement by 
Spain and Israel on their establishment of diplomatic relations and of a 
separate statement by Spain. 


Joint statement: 

Delegations of the governments 
of Spam and Israel have met today 
in the Hague. In accordance with 
the principle of universal relations 
among states, and bearing in mind 
the profound historical bonds that 
link the Spanish people and the 
Jewish people, the two gov- 
ernments have decided to est- 
ablish diplomatic relations bet- 
ween Spain and Israel from today. 

Consequently, embassies will 
be opened in Tel Aviv and Madrid 
and their respective ambassadors 
appointed. TTie status of Spain's 
con suiiate -general in Jerusalem 
will not be affected by this fact. 

On the occasion of the est- 
ablishment of diplomatic rel- 
ations, the government of Spain 
has presented to the government 
of Israel a declaration with its pos- 
ition on the situation in the Middle 
East and the search for peace in 
the area. 

On its side, the government of 
Israel has reiterated its own pos- 
itions as they are stated in the 
bask lines of action of the gov- 


ors 


forth by Prime 


Oct. 14, 1985. 


eminent: 


relations with Israel. 
In do mg so, the S 


icy of 


history and culture. 


bids, in 


by such means. 



BEIRUT (R) — Deposed militia 
chief Elie Hobeika was the man . 
Syria hoped would swing the Chr- 
istian community behind a historic 
pact with Muslims to end Leb- 
anon's civD war. 

Instead, the 29 -year-old leader 
of the “Lebanese Forces'* militia 
was spirited out of Lebanon into 1 
exile cm Thursday after 2 hum- 


onents of the deal. 


eer — in tatters. 
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EDBgrants $15oai fosdi to Jordan 


r L : •>' r 


finance tfae Kmgdonf s 63 purchases from Saudi Arabia. A report 
*' carredby Reuters, from Jeddah said that the IDB will grant loans 
totaling S90 miffion to six Arab and Islamic nations mdntHng 
Jordan wbjrih are n ee d e d to finance the purchase of equipment, 

M -1 - ~ n . A — •- f — T V ■ _ _ a ^ n _ 


L ^ easting projects and considered proposals to be sub- 
" nutted fe finance rtunisters at IDB’s 20th annual board of gov- 
ernors meeting scheduled to be held hi Amman during . Marti. 

Senate member meets U.S. adviser 


- W*^aW«a V-- 




: ; ‘j$M MAN (Petra) -—Member of the tipper House of Parliament 
•' Al t’a&ouid Thursday received visiting parliamentary adv- 

S '; Present Ronald Reagan, .Mr. Edward Dromsky .The 
£ , 4 wo rrfScials. reviewed UjS . stands over the jpast two decades 
^^Afab issues. Disdusssons alsofbar&dion Arab exp- 
'/^ecatten^-of »)osrand even-handed U.S. position on the Pal- 


vy ,-v.V ■ 


issues. 


‘■“‘r 3-r*r — . 


- tawjilii exams start today 

Aibtatof 49,912 students throughout the 
tqdaystart toeir; first term exams tor the general sec- 
certificate (tawjihi) for the year 1985/1986 at all gov- 
\ emmentand private schools. Of these, 31.17 per cent are private 
■ ^feig^audeats. The Ministry of Education and its departments in 
^-^OTO^geyernoratffi -have cade all the necessary arrangements 
. for faei exams add have prepared-654 halts tor th** exam and also 
apgokitedl • bead? and controller for these halls. The ministry 


“ W,— - ” ■ -T - - ■ 


Majaii sends circular to ministries 

A^fMAK-^Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister Abdul Wahab A1 
Majaii has eared a circular stressing that all ministries and gov- 
ernment d^artments sbould reply to enquiries from the Audit 
BareauVThe-chctilar said: “It has been noticed that some min- 


-isdries. and government departments have not replied promptly 
r - ahdjn accordance with applied laws and regulations to Audit 
Bstedh 7 in its annual report for 1984 reg- 

ariingsonje violations.^ Dr. Majaii urged ministries and. gov- 
ernment ^artments to respond promptly to all the bureau’s 
enquiries aid letters to enable the bureau to perform its res- 
pond, fiities and dories effectively and accurately. 


■ ■ « .. 


Aroericanadmiral concludes visit 


• AM«AN : (Petra) Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Admiral W ifiiam Crowe has left Amman atthe end of an official 
visit to Jordan’ daring which he met with senior officials and 

: toufed imfitary positions. AdnriraTCrowe. who was accompanied 
ijylffirwtfeand a USagaflStaiy delegation, was seen off by Armed 
f^ftes Qoniiiiander in Chief General Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
Az&yCbief of StafCI^tfhi Abu Tateb and. other senior aides as 
wdLat^US.- embassy Raffia Jordan : 

• . ~L ' 

<>ntremarks: ^ Luther King Day 
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Special team 
suggests ways 
to support 
contractors 

By Hassan Aq3 

Petra 

AMMAN — A special committee 
formed in May 1985 following a 
.cabinet decision to draw up a 
comprehensive strategy for sup- 
porting and reviving the con- 
struction sector and finding sol- 
utions to its problems has Fee- 
commended to the cabinet that 
local contractors employ local 
manpower and use available mac- 
hinery and equipment. The com- 
mittee also recommended that 
foreign contractors be banned 
from implementing local projects 
unless they form joint venture? 
with Jordanian contractors. 

Speaking about the committee’s 
recommendation, its Chair man 
Mahmoud Hawamdeh, the min- 
ister of public works, said that the 
committee also recommended 
that the cabinet issue a decision 
banning the registration of joint 
ventures, including a Jordanian 
and. a foreigner for specific pro- 
jects in order to give local con- 
tractors an opportunity to imp- 
lement local projects and to min- 
imise! competition from foreign 
contractors. 

Mr. Hawamdeh continued that 
the committee recommended that 
a special arbitration committee be 
'formed to study disputes in the 
various construction, industrial 
and commercial fields. The pro- 
posed committee should group 
representatives o> both the private 
and public sectors, with a nine- 
member board of directors to be 
appointed by the cabinet. 

The committee further rec- 
ommended that a sub-committee, 
comprising the president of the 
Jordan Engineering Association, 
directors of industry and rep- 
resentatives for the Ministry of 
Public Works and Specifications 
Department, be formed to draw 
up an evaluative- study on est- 
ablishing a separate metrology 
and specifications department. 
The proposed department will be 
in charge of issuing standard spe- 
cifications and preparing a plan 
for protecting local industries, Mr. 
Hawamdeh said. 

The committee also rec- 
ommended to the concerned 'aut- 
horities that tenders be invited 
from Jord anian contractors acc- 
ording to their specialisation, cla- 
ssification and within a fixed max- 
imum of costs. The specialisations 
would be building,, road con- 
section, wateri.jand sewerage 
networks, irrigation, mining and 
elecnD-meichanical. -If a project 
exceeds the ceiling cost, local con- 
tractors shall be asked to form 
joint ventures or consortiums so 
that they can be qualified or tire 
projects could be divided into sev- 
eral smaller projects, each falling 
wi thin toe set ceiling. 



Mhiister of Commanicatloiis Mahieddin Al Bus- 
semi (right), Ministry of Communications Under 
Secretary Mansoor Ibn Tarif (left) and his Omani 


counterpart Abdullah Said Abdullah (centre) dJs-‘ 
eras postal and telephone services in Jordan and 
Oman (Petra photo) 


Jordan, WHO finalise budget, plan for 
1986-87 health cooperation agreement 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) have finished drawing up. 
a budget and working plan for 
their forthcoming 1986-1987 bil- 
ateral cooperation agreement in 
health retailed affairs. WHO reg- 
ional representative Abdul Majid 
Abdul Hadi said Friday. 

Dr. Hadi, who arrived in 
A mman on Tuesday, met with 
Minis ter of Health Zaid Hamzeh 
for discussions on prospects in 
future coordination including hol- 
ding joint seminars and training 
courses to upgrade the medical 
profession in toe Kingdom, basic 
health care, accident prevention 
activities and other related issues. 
The talks also reviewed the pre- 
vious 1984-1985 working plan 
assessed toe results achieved dur- 


ing the implementation of toe 
plan. Dr. Hadi told toe Jordan 
Times. He added that toe mee- 
tings also covered future coo- 
peration for 1988 and 1989. 

WHO allocations for the 
J 984-1 985 plan were in toe region 
of SI .5 million and toe Jordanian 
govern men t made optimum use of 
the available funds by chaneliing 
them into developing health pro- 
jects, said Dr. Hadi who hailed 
Jordan' s health policy as ' ‘ effic ient 
and long-sighted.” 

"Rare are the countries which 
can absorb earmarked funds, but 
Jordan proved to be capable in 
having skilfully benefitted from 
toe funds in toe form of out- 
standing development projects,” 
said Dr. Hath. 

Speaking about toe Kingdom’s 
participation in WHO pro- 
grammes, Dr. Hadi — who was 


Corporation offers Abu Nuseir 
houses to general public 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Housing eight kilometres north west of 
Corporation hns annnnnrwi that Amman. 

members of toe public other than According to Mr. Zawaideh, 
civil servants and members of the the cabinet has given its approval 
armed forces now have the opp- to the new arrangements and opp- 
ortunity to own homes at the Abu lications will be accepted by the 


Nuseir housing estate near. Jub- 
eiha, . ; 

Housing Corporation Director. 
General Shafiq Zawaideh said in a 
statement that government emp- 
loyees who are single but who 
support other members of their 
families, members of the armed 
forces and other citizens can apply 
' 'fusing units at the estate, now 
>u]t by toe corporation 


restry year 


corporation in the coming month. 
The Housing Corporation will 
‘study applications m accordance 
with its own regulations and in the 
light of applicants’ income, Mr. 
Zawaideh added. 

Formerly only married civil ser- 
vants who support families and 
who do not envn their own home 
were eligible to apply for toe Abu 
Nuseir units. 
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appointed as regional rep- 
resentative for Damascus and 
Amman office in December 1985 
— that Jordan is always ready 
to join and contribute to WHO 
tra ining courses ou both the local 
and regional levels. 

Affiliated to the United Nat- 
ions, WHO has links, based on 
mutual cooperation, with regional 
and international organisations 
su ch as the United Nations Chi- 
ldren's Fund (UNICEF) and the 
Arab Gulf Fund which both con- 
tribute to toe implementation of 
projects regarding mother and 
child care. 

Dr. Hadi is expected to meet 
with UNICEF Regional Director 
Victor Soler Sala for talks on mut- 
ual cooperation pertaining to the 
best means of implementing out- 
standing projects initiated by the 
two organisations. 


Committee 
okays draft 
educational 
administration 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Education's Planning and Coo- 
.rdination -Committee has -app- 
roved the new draft administrative 
organisation of the ministry which 
will be put into effect after app- 
roval by the concerned aut- 
horities, a report in the Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i said Friday. 

Under the new system, there 
will be three administrative levels: 
higher administration, int- 
ermediate administration and 
school administration, the report 
said. The new organisational pro- 
cedure a ims to increase int- 
eraction between toe various adm- 
inistrative levels, Under Secretary 
at the Education Ministry Ahmad 
Al Basbaireh was quoted as say- 


Gem&yel 


retake bases 

(Continued from page I) 

to 

ement chief Nabih Beni. 

But the Faiange has indicated it 
still backs Syria’s role as toe main- 
arbiter between Lebanon’s war- 
ring factions. 

“The party considers as taken 
for granted the establishment of 
privileged relations with Syria. 
This element imposes a healthy 
national framework for toe two 
countries,” a Faiange statement 
said Thursday night. 

The establishment of “pri- 
vileged” ties was a reform sti- 
pulated in the Syrian-backed 
peace pact. 

“What happened was internal 
and has nothing to do with toe rel- 
ationship with Syria... but if it 
(Syria) resorts to force against the 
Christians, this will unify them,” 
Faiange military chief Fuad Abu 
Nader told Reuters. 

The fact’s reforms to give Mus- 
lims more power provoked toe 
Christian backlash that succeeded 

in uniting Mr. Geagea with old 
.rivals in the Faiange Party against 
Mr. Hobeika. 

Mr. Geagea,on Friday talked to 

Faiange Phrly chief Fife Karamah 

in an apparent bid to form a united 

Christian position towards Syria 

■ 

“Geagea and the Faiange had a 
plan to scuttle Hobeika, but they 
have no plan for toe af terma th. 
Noone knows who is in control. 
There is the possibility of further 
violence (between Christi ans)” 
said a Christian political source. 

A source close to Mr. Beni and 
Mr. Jonblatc, who held talks on 
Friday with Syrian officials in' 
Damascus, said toe overthrow of 

put peace pro- 


Jordan, Oman agree 
to expand postal, 
telephone services 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministries of Com- 
munications in Jordan and Oman have reached agr- 
eement on expanding and developing telephone and 
postal services between them in order to offer better 
services to people in both countries. They also agr- 
eed to exchange expertise to improve the per- 
formance of these two sectors. 


Agreement was reached during 
talks between Minister of Com- 
munications Mu h ieddi n Al Hus- 
"seini and Under Secretary of toe 
Omani Ministry of Com- 
munications Abdullah Said Abd- 
ullah. who is currently on a visit to 
Jordan. 

The two sides also discussed the 
possibility of introducing an exp- 
ress ma3 service between Oman 
and Jordan and agreed to exc- 
hange memoranda on bilateral 
cooperation on a regular basis, 
especially regarding toe coo- 
rdination of stands at int- 
ernational conferences. 

At toe meeting, which was att- 
ended by Under Secretary of toe 
Ministry of Co mraumca tions 
Mansour Ibn Tarif. both sides 
made a comprehensive review of 
bilateral cooperation and also dis- 
cussed subjects connected with- 
the performance of the Arab Sat- 
ellite Communications Ocg- 


anisatkm (Arabsat) and making 

use of toe two Arab satellites now 
in orbit, according to a ministry 
spokesman. 

The minister was quoted as say- 
ing. that Jordan was constantly 
doing its best to develop eco- 
nomic, industrial and com- 
munications cooperation with 
Oman under the directives of His 
Majesty King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Said of Oman. To 
date toe two countries have made . 
good and positive steps towards 
bolstering their cooperation in 
telephone communications and 
they plan to carry out further steps . 
soon to improve 'and expand 
communications between them, 
toe minister said. * 

Mr. Ibn Tarif presented a bri- 5 
efing cm the Jordanian postal and 
telephone services to his Omani 1 
-counterpart and heard a similar 1 
briefing on toe services provided 
in Oman. 1 


Royal Decree approves 
religious guidance law 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree has been issued approving 
toe religious guidance law and 
sermons and religious teaching 
given to congregations in mos- 
ques. 

Under toe law, sermons should 
be restricted .to religion and wise 
guidance of.,, the congregation. 
Preachers should refrain from sla- 
nder, accusations or incitement 
against any individuals or org- 
anisations and their sermons sho- 
uld remain within toe > con text of 
Is lamic tenets. The new law states 
that toe Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affair s must offer training 


to preachers in order that they can 
shoulder their responsibility in a 
proper maimer. 

The law also provides for the 
formation of a council of pre- 
achers presided over by toe i min- 
ister of Awqaf and grouping toe 
Islamic Chief Justice, toe General 
Mufti and toe undeT secretary of 
the Ministry of Awqaf among 
other leading Islamic figures. 

This council has been entrusted 
with preparing a general policy for 
preaching and religious guidance 
and teaching and it will also help 
reorganise religious matters at 
mosques. 


GFJW to study amendments 
to organisation’s statutes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Federation of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW) wifi hold a seminar in 
Amman today to. study prospects 
of introducing amendments to the. 
federation's bylaws and statutes 1 
with the purpose ot gjvmg impetus 
to Jordanian women’s role in dev- 
elopment, according to GFJW. 
President Haifa Al Bashir. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, Mrs. 
Bashir said that toe meeting is 
necessary to find ways of pro- 
moting women’s skills and imp- 
roving women's capabilities and 
contributions towards the cou- 
ntry’s economic, political and soc- 
ial development. 

The meeting, to be held under 
the chair manship of Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 


Khaled A! Haj Hassan, will look f 
into ways to make the GFJW sta- ^ 
tutes more flexible to enable Jor- 
danian women to shoulder their ^ 
national responsibility, Mrs. Bas- 
hir added. She continued that the st 
GFJW cooperates with similar ls 
federations in other Arab states l 7 
and added that it continues to fol- 2t 
low regional and international . 
developments of concern to > s 
women. 

Referring to the federation’s -* 
programmes anu activities, Mrs. e 
Bashir said that the GFJW will h 
establish multi-purpose centres in ^ 
rural regions in an effort to imp- 
rove the conditions of local - 
women by providing classes and 
■social activities and also offering 
these women . toe opportun ity to '• 
learn -reading and writing. '• 


Aden fighting continues 


(Con tin aed from page I) 

sage from Mr. Mohammad to Pre- 
sident Ali Abdullah Saleh of 
North Yemen. 

Diplomats In Baris said on Thu- 
rsday that at toe ceasefire talks, 
now reported to have broken 
down, toe rebels were represented 
by four leaders of what bad bees 
officially described as a coup att- 
empt and bid to assassinate Mr. 
Muhammad last Monday. 

The four, including former Pre- 
sident Abdul Fatah Ismail, a har- 
dline Marxist, were said by Aden 
Radio on Monday to have been 


The radio, now thought to be 
operating only on medium-wave, 
bas been heard only sporadically 
outside South Yemen in toe past 
five days. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
touch with Aden were quoted by 
Reuter as saying toe r uling Yem- 
eni Socialist Party’s (YSP) pol- 


itburo had previously set up a ! 
committee of fivn. including four 
cabinet ministers neural in the 
dispute, “to take toe necessary ^ 
steps to restore peace and sec- " 
urity.” ■ 

The sources said tribesmen in * 
toe interior were taking sides in 
toe rebellion, but apparently in ^ 
line with personal loyalty to pro- J 
tagonists in the dispute, rather 
than ideologies. 

In some of toe first eyewitnesses ’ 

reports on toe fighting. Wes- 
terners who escaped from Aden to 
Djibouti aboard a Soviet freighter t 
described how tanks and gunboats 1 
exchanged fire along ! the ■ wat- l 

erfront. * 

* 

They said aircraft attacked fuel 1 
storage dumps. 

Eleven foreigners said they i 

were rescued by the captain of the 1 

Pavel Antokolsky who HaAn f or < 
safety despite orders from har- I 
boor control that no vessels should : 
leave. 1 


Afro- Arab talks conclude 

(Continued from page 1) porting and developing coi 
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one. 


The committee condemned 
U.S. sanctions against Libya as 
“arbitrary and megaT’ and urged 
Washington to cancel them. 

It said the measures were “con- 
tradictory to international con- 
ventions and the United Nations 
Charter. 

“We call on the U.S. adm- 
inistration to cancel its measures 
forthwith and urge the int- 
ernational community to take 
whatever arrangements it deems 
fit to counter these measures” the 
statement said. 

On joint Afro- Arab economic 
and "commercial projects, the 
committee called for directing 
special attention to joint inv- 
estment projects and for sup- 


porting and developing com- ! 
merdal exchange between Afr- - 
lean and Arab countries and agr- 
eed to holding a symposium on ' 
strengthening Arab- African coo-. ~ 
peration in the field of food sec- i 
urity. f 

The mmmiftw*. called for exp- 1 
editing a joint legal framework for *. 
encouraging investments in Arab * 
and African states and called for t 
holding a joint conference for • 
Arab and African investors. i 
The committee called for est- s 
abhahing cultural societies and s 
universities. l 

The committee's forthcoming t 
meeting will be held in Bourkina 
l Faso. Arab and African fo reign F 
ministers will meet in Libya this 
year to prepare for an Arab- j 
African summit in 1987. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIA' 


Friday’s 


Al Ra’i: The return of Murphy 

AMERICAN sources have been quoted as saying that U.S. envoy 
1 Richard Murphy is about to embark on a new tour of the Middle 
East. Israeli sources were quoted as saying that the United States isof 
the view that the time is ripe again for renewing Washington's ini- 
tiative for peace. The Arab countries, for their part, are of course 
w iltin g to accept peace and want to see a peace initiative achieving 
•success because it would ensure the re turn of rights to their legitimate 
- owners. But given the present American policies and the current 
Israeli practices vis-a-vis the Middle East, one can only see that these 
form an obstacle in the way of real peace. Such policies and practices 
have in the past obstructed all peace initiatives by the same envoy, 
who came to this region and talked to the Arabs and the Israelis alike. 
Also it would not be possible to reach a settlement in view of the fact 
that the United States still rejects any negotiations with the PLO and 
continues to deny that the organisation represents the Palestinian 
people. In addition Washington still adamantly rejects the idea of an 
international conference to discuss peace. To add to all this, the 
Israelis have been escalating their inhuman practices inside the occ- 
upied Arab regions and launching attacks on Islamic holy places in 
Jerusalem. 

Al Dustour: Arabs versus threats 

II is quite natural for us to ask about the reason that prevents the 
Arabs from taking concerted action vis-a-vis the many dangers that 
threaten them and the serious developments now going on in the 
Arab arena. This question should be asked in viqw of the fact that the 
Arab World is at present witnessing dangerous developments with 
internal conflicts in Aden and Lebanon and the Gulf region while the 
Israelis and foreign naval forces are carrying out manoeuvres off 
, Arab shores. The Americans, exploiting the weak condition of the 
Arab nation, have been making a show of force opposite the Libyan . 
shores, and the Soviets in a bid to help Libya, have moved their naval 
sh^s in order to offer help to that country in case of an aggression on 
it. We do not defend Col. Qadhafi' s actions but we at the same time 
. do opt accept American threats to Libya or any campaigns launched 
against it or any other Arab state trader the pretence of combating 1 
international terrorism. We regard LLS. threats to Libya as unp- 
. recedented serious action by a superpower and consider these threats 
as a danger directed against the whole Arab nation. Had the Arabs 
been united and strong no other country would have taken, such 
irresponsible action against Libya or any other Arab state. We regret 
to see the Arab leaders doing nothing to counter such threats or even 
trying to end the internal wars plaguing their people. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Sabotaging peace 

THE current conflict among the Maronites in Lebanon could be the 
last between their factions, but could usher in a new round of fighting 
among the various warring factions in Lebanon. The Maronite fig- 
hting could put an end to any hope for accepting the Damascus 
accord signed by the leaders of Shf ites. Druze and one of the Mar- 
onite military men, the accord that re mains a hope for the Lebanese if 
they decide to achieve national reconciliation and if they want to 
safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of their country. 
The Lebanese president ought to have accepted the Damascus acc- 
ord so as to save his country from further bloodshed, and he should 
have left the political leaders of Lebanon the chance to handle 
political issues and not let his m flitary men deal with the situation. His 
failure to do so has left the door open for further fighting among the 
Maronites and the other factions in Lebanon. The t e b a nes e pre- 
sident seems to have adopted Washington’s line of rfimfcing b ecause 
tiie United States hales to see Syria handling the situation in Leb- 
anon. His policies also serve the aspirations of Israel which does not 
want the Lebanese factions to achieve reconciliation. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra’i: American veto 

ISRAEL has sated that the United States will resort to the right of 
veto at the United Nations Security Council to kill an y resolution 
calling on Israel to withdraw its forces from southern Lebanon or 
condemning its actio ns in that region. We believe that this would 
happen in view of the U S. -Israeli relations and the fact that Israel's 
interests and even its acts of aggression on Arab states are take n into 
account in Washington while drawing up official American policy for 
the Midd le East region . We would not be surprised at ail if the United 
States -vetoed the co m i ng resolution because it is a practice followed 
by Washington to protect Israeli aggressive policies in our region. 
But Wa shing ton by doing so will be giving further encouragement to 
Israel for following the same course of action in its relations with the 
neighbouring Arab states in defiance of United Nations charter and 
interna tional laws. But this policy can in no way help Israel to impose 
its hegemoay on Lebanon. The resistance forces there, who earlier 
casued the scrapping of the May 17 agreement between Israel and 1 
Lebanon, are round to fofl all Israeli ambitions in Lebanon. 

Al Dustour: Egypt’s hard debt 

BEFORE President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt now is a draft agr- 
eement prepared by Israel on the future of Taba. which belongs to 
Egypt, and the Egyptian president is expected to take a derision 
whether to accept it or not in the coming few days. But this agreement 
contains a heavy price which Israel is trying to exact from Egypt in 
exchange for a promise that the tiny piece of land in Sinai will be 
returned to Egyptian sovereignty. Many of the conditions in 

die agreement are bound to humuliate Egypt if it accepts them and it 
will be a moral defeat for Egypt if it ratifies such accord. The draft 
agreement is unacceptable and would take Egypt back after it had 
taken steps forward to enhance its ties with the Arab World. Jordan 
was among tiie foremost Arab states which called for the return of 
Egypt to tiie Arab fold and it is really worrying us to see Egypt about 
to fall in a new Israeli trap. No doubt the Egyptian leadership realises 
the serious proportions of the Israeli deal which is designed to poison 
Egypt’s ties with the Arab World and pull that country bark to the 
Camp David agreement. The Israeli proposals included in the draft 
agreement constitute a new conspiracy hatched by the Zionist mov- 
ement against the Arab World. 


Israel: A state led by ex-terrorists > spy 


By Wilbur Crane 
Eveland III 

THE arrest on 21 November of 
Jonathan Jay Pollard for stealing 
Sixth Fleet codes and defence sec- 
rets to sell to Israel shocked the 
American public. To the beads of 
Zionist organisations, it seemed 
inconceivable that a Jewish- 
American would ask to be paid for 
helping Israel. 

For the leaders of Israel's 
Labour-Likud coalition, the exp- 
osure of the LEKEM espionage 
tin it in the minis try of defence cal- 
led for unprecedented unity. They 
knew that only the tip of a 32- 
year-old espionage operation had 
been exposed. Shimon Peres and 
Yi tzhak Rabin resisted a golden 
opportunity to pin responsibility 
on former defence ministers Ariel 
Sharon and Moshe Arens, under 
whom LEKEM had operated dur- 
ing the governments of Men- 
achem Begin and Yitzhak Shamir. 
President Chaim Herzog, who 
could appoint yet another inv- 
estigatory commission to whi- 
tewash Israeli violations of int- 
ernational law, was instead busy 
issuing denials of BBC reports 
that he had been guilty of esp- 
ionage and subversion in Was- 
hington during 1953-54. 

Unlike the two "scientific att- 
aches" who were spirited back to 
Israel after Pollard's arrest Her- 
zog had been able in 1954 to esc- 
ape questioning and expulsion by 
subverting a State Department 
official who tipped him off before 
President Eisenhowver could 
declare Israel's future UJ^. rep- 
resentative and presidentpeTsomi/ 
non grata. Upon learning that the 
FBI was investigating charges that 
he had attempted to recruit an 
Arab soldier in Washington dur- 


ing 1953, Colonel Herzog imp- 
ortuned the Israel-Jordan affairs 
officer in the department of state. 
Fred E. Waller, to keep him adv- 
ised the status of the FBT s inv- 


ITs inv- 


estigation. 

As an adviser on the Arab and 
Israeli armed forces to Major- 
General Arthur G. Trudeau, head 
of US. army intelligence, I was 
enjoined to monitor Herzog’s con- 
tacts with U5. officials. By Nov- 
ember 1953, Fred Waller had 
shown his hand by asking me to 
inquire about how much the army 
knew of Herzog’s alleged attempt 
to recruit the Jordanian soldier. A 
week later. Waller told me that he 
knew of the department of jus- 
tice’s recommendation to declare 
Herzogpersu/ui nun grain and said 
that he was writing a position opp- 
osing it. 

At a cocktail party given by 
Waller on 29 December, he arr- 
anged for Colonel Herzog to meet 
me in my new capacity as an adv- 
iser to the secretary of defence on 
arms aid in the Middle East. That 
night the man in charge of Israel- 
Jordan affairs in the State Dep- 
artment went even further. In ray 
presence he told Esther Heriitz of 
the Israeli embassy that he had 
been aware that a soldier at an 
Arab embassy had been on Isr- 
ael's payroll for years. It was my 
report of that evening’s events 
that lent urgency to the process of 
expelling Chaim Herzog. 

So restricted was this planning 
that a courier was sent to Karachi 
in April 1954 with a com- 
prehensive affidavit for me to sign 
while I was on a mission to survey 
Pakistan’s arms requirements. By 
then, Israeli intelligence had pen- 
etrated our government to ’the 
extent that not even the military 
attaches who witnessed my sig- 
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nature could read what I'd sworn-, 
to. It was not until September 
1954, however, after Waller had 
been dismissed from the foreign 
•service, that Shimon Peres, dir- 
ector genera] of Israel's ministry 


of defence, decided that Herzog 
would have to be replaced by his 
apposite number in London, Col- 
onel Katril Salman. Until today, 
■ those portions of the FBI report of 
13 January, 1 954, to which my ini- 


tial statement was appended, dea- 
ling with Herzog’s espionage and 
subversion, have been expurgated 
on grounds of "an unwarranted 
inv asion of tiie personal priv acy o * 
-another person” — tiie current 

president of Israel. . 

Herzog, first head of Israeli 
army intelligence, and Reuveo 
Shiloh, the second bead of Mos- 
sad, started Israel's subversion of 
the US. government in Was- 
hington in the early 1950s and it 
hag p ro liferated since. General 
Walter Bedell Smith was not una- 
ware that secrets stolen by Israel 
could end up in Moscow. (From 
1948 untfl 1961, the Israeli min- 
istries of defence and foreign aff- 
airs were penetrated by KGB age- 
nts Israel Georg Beer and Ze'ev 
Goldstein.) Israeli liaison with the 
CIA was conducted through 
James Jesus Angle ton until he was 
fired by William Colby in 1974. 
. Not only did Angieton fail to catch 
Kim Philby in 1951, he also all- 
owed* him to defect to Russia in 
I y62r without being apprehended. 

The U 5. -Israeli cover up of 
Herzog’s spying started on 4 Feb- 
ruary 1985 after New York mag- 
azine published an item saying 
.that my next book would doc- 
ument my role in his exposure. 
-Before its publication, Herzog 
deniad any "recruitment of inf- 
ormants.’* Thanks to the U.S. 
Dep a rtment of Justice and the 
CIA, Herzog's recent disclaimer 
may again be accepted and the 
Pollard incident swept under the 
rug like the Lavon affair of 1954. 

The U.S. justice detriment's 
agreement to allow Judge Abr- 
aham Sofaer, who presided over 
Ariel Sharon’s libel suit against 
Tone , to bead the American team 
sent to Israel to question the three 
■Israelis identified with suborning 
Pollard’s treason, will facilitate a 


asters 


whitewash. He heard . Sharon^ 
swear in a federal district court 
that he was "a man of honour,” 
and that be had merely followed - 
orders when he led the raid oq 
Qfljya on 14-15 October 1953 in 
which 53 unarmed Arab men,, 
women, and children were sla- 
ughtered. 

The role of Judge Sofaer, a Jew 
who makes an annual pilgrimage 
to Israel, in framing questions 
about Sharon’s role in foe Sabra 
and Shatilla massacres enabled 
the former defence minister to get _ . 
'away unchallenged with his claim/ 4 
that the American magazine was 
practising a "blood liber against 

Jews. 

This caught the notice of tiie 
State Department, and Judge Sof- 
aer became its legal adviser in obt- 
aining the grand jury indictment • 
of the hijackers of TWA 847 so 
that they might be brought to the 
United States and ■ tried. Pre- 
sumably they could be kidnapped, 
as was Adolf Eictaroamt, and bio- ' 
ugftt before a VS. court. The 
Department of Justice is unwilling 
to say that this principle will apply 
in the cases of the two Israeli "sci- 
entific attaches" who handled Pol- 
lard. $ 

Now the chickens have come 
home to roost for Chaim Herzog. 
■If the U5. government wants to 
prove how Israeli espionage in 
America really started, all it has 
to do is release the full text of the 
FBI report and stop protecting 
Herzog’s privacy — Middle Eat . 
International, London. 


Wilbur Crane Lvelnnd III is the 
autftor of Ropes of Sand: A<ne- 
rica '.¥ failure in the Middle hast He ‘ 
has been associated with the Mid- 
dle Last since 1948. 20 years of' 
which were spent in Lebanon. 


Few financial worries in Brunei but politics- begin to stir 


as 


By Kenneth L. Whiting 

The Associated Press 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brunei — Oil and gas exports that 
provide most of Brunef s income 
have slumped, but few people in 
this sultanate on the Island of 
Borneo seem concerned. 

Bruneians pay no income tax; 
their medical and dental care, as 
wel 1 as most of their e du cation , are 
free ; and they can get interest-free 
loans to buy houses, cars and tel- 
evisions. Gasoline, trips to Mecca 
for the Muslim majority and -burial 
costs are subsidised. 

Nonetheless, the government 
plans to further develop the eco- 
.nomy and opposition is stirring to 
the absolute rule of Sultan Sir 
Muda Has sana 1 Bolkiah. 

Some call Brunei the “shellfare 
state" because of the wealth that 
flows from Brunei shell pet- 
roleum, a 50-50 joint venture 
between the government and 
Royal Dutch Shell. Average inc- 
ome of the sultanate's 200.000 
inhabitants is among the highest in 
the world, a per capita gross nat- 
ional product of 44,605 Brunei 
dollars (S21 ,140). 

There is no trade deficit, do nat- 
ional debt and no balance of pay- 
ments problem/ The budget is 
always balanced - 

The economy is simple: pet- 
roleum and natural gas shipments 
make up 99 per cent of exports 
and 72 per cent of gross domestic 
product. Trade, banking, con- 
struction and farming account for 
the rest. 

The government is even sim- 
pler: Brunei is one of the world’s . 
few absolute monarchies. Secular, 
religious and military power rests 
with Sir Hassanal Bolkiah. 39, a 
hereditary ruler who functions as 
head of state as well as prime min- 
ister and also holds the finance 
and internal affairs portfolios. 

His father, the former sultan, is 
defense minister; a brother is in, 
charge of foreign affairs; and ano- 
ther brother heads the culture, 
youth and sports ministry. The 
three other ministries are in the 
hands of non-royalty. 
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But change seems oh the way in 
both the economy and politics of 
this 5,765-square kilometre ter- 
ritory that gained full ind- 
ependence from Britain two years 
ago. 

A five-year development plan 
announced last month is designed 
mainly to steer the economy away 
fro m near total dependence on oil 
and gas. Development minister 
Fehin Abdul Rahman Taib told a 
news conference that 3.7 billion 
Brunei dollars (SI. 8 billion, is all- 
ocated for diversification and for 
welfare purposes through 1990. 

Diplomatic observers: £ay Bru- 
nei hopes to ^foreign reserves 
estimated at more thap s 17 billion 
to become a regional finanrini 
centre. They said there are vague 
plans to use vast reserves of high- 
grade silica to develop a microchip 
and optics industry. 

Crude oil production peaked at 

240.000 barrels a day in 1979. 
The government says production 
has been trimmed to 150,000 bar- 
rels a day, but oil industry sources 
said it is less than 1 30,000 barrels. 

Revenue from oil and gas fell 
from S4.6 billion in 1980 to an 
estimated S2.7 billion last year. 

* The sultan, educated at Bri- 
tain's Sandhurst military aca- 
demy, is rated as the richest man in 
the world by the Gniness Book of 
Records because Brunef s o3 inc- 
ome and reserves are “effectively 
at his disposal.” 

Sir Hassanal Bo lkiah does 
things in a big way. The polo- 
playing potentate lives in a 
1,788-room palace that cost at 
least S300 miLfion.lt has 388 more 

rooms than the Vatican and makes 

the White House and Buckingham 
Palace seem shabby. He invited 

10.000 people to help celebrate 
his last birthday. 

In 1982 the sultan, bought a cat- 
tie ranch in northern Australia 
that is 95 square kilometres bigger 
than Brunei itself. Last year he 
acquired -London's swank Dor- 
chester hotel for S56 rmlfion. 
Shortly after independence in 


1984, the sultan was quoted as 
saying that his subjects enjoyed "a 
good life. Why should they waiit 
more?” political parties mi ght 
make life difficult for them, be 
said. 

However, four months ago bust 

S ' ess men led by Abdul Latif Bin 
wang Chuchu registered the 
Brunei National Democratic 
Party (BNDP). The party’s fou- 
nder said the BN DP would seek a 
constitutional Islamic monarchy ; ■ 
governed on democratic pri--' { 
nciples but had no immediate 
. plans to “wrest power from the 
i sultan or pressure hum-into offing 
for .elections. .There will be time 
for all that ...our 'first task is to 
build up grassroots support.” 

In an apparent attempt to limit 
the party, the prime minister’s 
department has warned civil ser- 
vants to refrain from any political 
activity or face disciplinary action. 
The government is Brunef s 1 st-' 
gest employer with more than 
3 1 ,000 civil servants, about 40 per 
cent of the total work force. 

The BNDP is the first party reg- 
istered since British forces cra- 
shed an uprising by followers of .y 
the now-outlawed Parti Rakyat ' 
Brunei (PRB) in 1962. The PRB 
won all 16 seats in an election for 
the legislative council that year 
and looked forward to forming a 
government. . 

PRB leaders rebelled when the 
sultan of the time refused to con- 
vene the council. The state of 
emergency declared then tec- 
hnically remains in force. 

Brunei, which has been self- 
governing since 1959, never wasa 
full British colony. The Anglo- .. 
Brunei treaty of 1905 established J 
a protectorate, and a British “res-y^ 
ident” was posted to what was 
then called Brunei Town the fol- 
lowing year. 

The capital had. its name cha- 
nged m 1970 to Bandar Seri Beg- 
awan, an bonourific tide for .for- ^ 
mer so] tan Sir Omar Ah Sal- v 
fudding who abdicated xn 1967 in 
favour of his son* * 
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End of martial Saw in Pakistan 


By Shabbir Hussain 

THE MARTIAL law lived a sha- 
dowy and almost symbolic exi- 
stence til I its end . By the end of the 
year, its coffin was lowered into its 
grave and hopefully it shall lie 
buried foT ever. The fourth in a 
series.it was the only 'martial law 
to end in a voluntary and peaceful 
transfer of power to elected rep- 
resentatives. No upheaval, not 
even a disturbance of the routine 
pattern of life. Several questions 
may. therefore, be asked relating 
to this unique martial l3w: Why 
did itfcrce itself? How did it work, 
particularly during the last nine 
months of its life? What did it ach- 
ieve and what did it fail to ach- 
ieve? 

Historic background to this 
martial law is die Pakistan's ‘'time 
of troubles" which started in mid 
1968 when Yahya Khan stepped 
in with his martial law that cul- 
minated in the dismemberment of 


m m MB 

the distant eastern halfof the cou- 
ntry. 

Eventually. a "new" Pakistan 
came into being “Socialistic the- 
rapy" was resorted to relieve the 
pain of amputation by dem- 
ocratically elected government. 
But democracy proved to be ill- 
usory and socialism was breadless. 
To silence the voice of protest, 
imprisonment, murder and rape 
were employed. A time came 
when nobody trusted the 'people's 
regime' and the country teetered 
toward civil war. General ui 
Haq, the array commander- 
in -chief ousted premier Bhutto 
whose regime was alleged to have 
rigged the elections -which the 
opposition an nto.ssc had refused 
to accept. 

The general had several lessons 
to learn from national history to 
avoid its repetition: transfer of 
power to chihans must be a pla- 
nned and gradual process with full 
agreement on both sides on terms 
of transfer; the electoral process 


must be dean and passionless and 
the electoral base must not be nar- 
row: ideological foundation of 
democracy must be Islamic and 
not alien. 

Islam has now emerged as an 
edifice of national ideological 
education to the same extent as 
the one to which we bade the 
final farewell the other day. By 
administering democracy in small 
and easily diges table doses, sta- 
rting from local bodies and nom- 
inated Majhs-i-Shoora. General 
Zia UI Haq established a graduate 
school in democratic self- 
management. Higher rate of eco- 
nomic growth under martial law 
gave the country a source of gen- 
eral well-being and stability. Low 
inflation rate and improved export 
performance were two tangible 
achievements of Pakistan's eco- 
nomy during this period. 

Pakistan can also fed proud of 
its role in international diplomacy 
in recent times. When Indian 
Premier frowned and crimpced. 


the Pakistani President served him 
a relaxing smile; when Iranians 
and Iraqis fought, he was foremost 
in the line of peacemakers; when 
the Soviets stepped closer, he did 
not lose nerve. 

The new civilian government 
headed by Premier Mohammad 
Khan June n jo has thus inherited 
both external goodwill and int- 
ernational stability to sustain and 
enlarge democracy in Pakistan. 
The record of the new government 
is also good as its last ome months 
in office were not marred by any 
serious crisis and it succeeded in 
bringing to an end the martial law 
rule in the country. 

Hopefully the new democratic 
challenge, and the new opp- 
ortunity, exist not only for those 
who presently wield power but 
also for those who aspire to rep- 
lace them in future. 


Know thy enemy 


To the Editor 

X AM a regular reader of tiie Jordan Times, and I enjoy reading 
your local as well as your articles from abroad, par^lilyfoo^ 

jSraJjy, the articles on that page are interesting, informative, 
and well chosen, presenting an amusing, an impoitomor an odd 
item or event concerning some country or another These items 

115 abreast is, of some sighiScaiice, 


as well 
matter 


inpartiailar in your Jan* IQ issue was most 
larfy uninteresting to lis in the Arab'Worid, 
i unwarranted piece of “propaganda," no" 
do justify it. This was an arttele on some 


matter how you try to justify it. Tins was anarSdeon some 
senator playing matchmaker to Washington Jewi* singles! 

Is tire the only article your editor cqufo find tnostnS5S»ihy 
of printing, among the tens of articles «Jeastyoamustberet> 
ewmg from Reuter and-fhe Associated Press etc,?- - 

Please, do reconsider your testes, and be more fair to our r 
interests. ... 


The writer is the Third Secretary at 
the t mbasvy of Pakistan in 

Animtin. 
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Reflections on the proposed electoral law 
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THE government has just fin- 
ished a draft for a new electoral 
'■ law to be presented to par- 
foment for discussion. While 
details of the new - law are not 
yet fully available, some of its 
hi ghligh ts were published in 
local newspapers last week. . 

The amendment of the 
present electoral law is som- 
ething that has been long ove- 
rdue. given the social and pol- 
itical changes that have occ- 
ured in Jordan since the pre- 
sent law came into effect in 
i960. This is why.it is imp- 
erative that we take a hard look 
at the proposed law. and give it 
the serious attention it des- 
erves. as it will determine to a 
large extent both the com- 
position and effectiveness of 
pur parliament for years to 
come. 

' The Prime- Minister presents 


draft laws to parliament, which 
has the right to approve, am- 
end or reject them ... (Article 
91). 

The proposition to increase 
tiie number of deputies from 
60tol30iscertainlyhealthy.lt 
would result in a larger number 
of ideas being circulated in par- 
liament, and the deputies 
would represent larger sectors 
of the country. iVc only hope 
that the distribution of the 130 
deputies would be made fairly 
and scientifically and in acc- 
ordance with the geographical 
distribution and the con- 
centration of the populace. 

The lowering of the voting 
age from 20 to J9 is also ano- 
ther step in the right direction. 
Tilt - majority of the population ‘ 
in Jordan is in the young age 
brackets and the lowering of 
the voting age. therefore. 


would ensure that a larger pro- 
portion of die country is given a 
chance to be represented. 

The finest achievement of 
the new law. however, is the 
requirement of residence for a 
minimum number of years for 
one-to vote in a particular reg- 
ion. The present law allows 
people to vote in any region of 
their choosing, even if they do 
not live in that region. Tribal 
affiliations in the past ran high. 
Some candidates running for 
regions where their tribe came 
from, but of which they knew 
little, and voters. supposedly of 
that region when they were 
not. bringing people to par- 
liament without necessarily 
ever knowing the region they 
were supposedly voting for. 

If approved, this article 
would represent one of the few 
serious attempts to abolish 


unfavourable trfoalistic beh- 
avioural patterns in Jordan. It 
would ensure a better ide- 
ntification between the can- 
didate and his constituents, and 
would serve for a better kno- 
wledge by the candidate of his 
region and the problems it 
faces. 

The subject of particular 
concern to me is that dealing 
with campaigning. The pro- 
visions in the present law dea- 
ling with it make a mockery of 
tile democratic process, in that 
it forbids candidates from giv- 
ing any public rallies, or app- 
earing on TV or radio, or being 
affiliated politically or ide- 
ologically in any way. People 
are supposed to elect can- 
didates on vague terms often 
referred to as personal int- 
egrity or personal ability, wit- 
hout any proper screening to 


introduce the electorate to the 
candidates' views, how they 
perform under pressure, how 
they present their case, and 
other necessary attributes for 
any person seeking public off- 
ice. 

I expect the new electoral 
law to be more forthcoming 
about this point, even though I 
believe it will still be in the end 
less than satisfactory. This is 
the article that should draw the 
greatest amount of debate, and 
hamentarians should not shy 
away from their res- 
ponsibilities. 

The argument that has so 
often been used by the gov- 
ernment is that one needs to 
regulate this right to campaign 
for fear that the tribal, social, 
and religious balance in the 
country be upset. The picture 
that is painted is that of can- 


didates sparing no chance to 
attack others* : values ind- 
iscriminately if given the cha- 
nce. 

That, to me, is an absured 
argument To guard against 
those who violate others’ rights 
does not mean to take those 
rights away from all citizens. 
Citizens should be free to exe- 
rcise their right to voice their 
opinions. In case of abuses, 
there are courts to deal with 
such matters. 

Rightly or wrongly, one can- 
not help but feel that the gov- 
ernment often uses this arg- 
ument as a tool to allow it to 
silence those who disagree with 
its policies. Thus, in foe name 
of order, (me is not allowed to 
publicly criticise official policy. 

It seems needless to say that 
if we are to have a proper par- 
liament, if we are to abolish 


unfavourable aspects of our 
society's tribalism, and if we 
are to respect our rep- 
resentatives, we have to make 
sure that every step is taken to 
ensure that citizens have more 
and better information about 
candidates in order to allow 
them make sound decisions 
about who they want to rep- 
resent them in parliament. 
Anything less than that will 
result in less than a truly rep- 
resentative parliament. 

The essence of any serious 

amendments to the elector! law 
is that we either allow our can- 
didates every possible way to 
make their views known tho- 
roughly, and allow citizens to 
scrutinise candidates carefully, 
or we continue to try to fool 
ourselves by cl aiming we have 
a parliament that truly answers 
the wishes of Jordanians. 
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kicks off the week on JTV 


By^.H.Boteler 

Y^^incteed :|bey do. Mirage, 
"JordtaSveiyown rock group, are 


‘Won,/ 

; u f Soft ' 

<' Middle h 

W. -V 
1 in 


ipe; ^oqt^etakehfrom their 

CMdcerntthe palaceof Culture, as 
■Wen as,v5deo-'cfipS filmed around 
Jordan provide fifty mfantes erf 
foot-ta^tog Tun. Not only that 
but' forty will also be packing out 
. tfo Concord cinema for four gigs, 
fronrJanoary 30tfa to February 
2nd,; and are even going on tour 
.elsewhere m foe Arab world. But 
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a chance to make your own home 
video , and thereby avoid shelling 
put pa foe tape in the shops, be ye 
-warned &at foeirtour de force — 
both" visually and musically — 
" Palestine, Oy.For Freedom” is 
not being ’screened tonight, which 
is what | caU a pretty smart move. 
■But ti^^s afii plenty to enjoy 
tonight and by foe way, the par- 
tial ariygprmTess looking nerd in 
'the audience is your reviewer! 
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power o£this arfumn.No sooner 
do I slag off “Bottle Boys” than it 
gets imcereraonioasly yanked off 
the -screen: 1 This may J be ^self- 
delusion but, on the Giberhaii (L it 
may noCso I' will turn^. ;girilet 
gazE on ’Mtod 3 r ~~ — ■ ii — 


( tenjgJbrt Th is-'Sbo w: makes vmc 
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ipifeel; -rafter^: 

- ideais &tie.4xitdo all the-fbreigir 
students .-hay 1 to : be such - ste- > 
reotyp^^TfethsiV : 7 ^ / ?o(uag;..; 
sex-road 'Italiacf -ti» 1 older, but . 
equal ty sex-road Spaniard; a T3u- 
naman who .rants, ans raves over 

: Communist iderfogy^ A Pakistam , 
■ and an Indian who botii speak in' - . 

- ridiculous ring-song accents; an 

. assort merit' ‘ French/ 

-Malteese/Scandfoavian-of --cur-- 

vactottsaod sea ttef -brained iem- 
ales;^ind lastiy, a dour tmd stolid 
German I Butfsuppose itbonld be 
woi5e> it couJd fove an ofl-rich 
Arab,and it cottid jbe screened just 
before -JlEnd Qf En®ire. M Hiis. 

7 week it looks as if foe students are 
going; to whl a collective: fortune 
on me pools!. Nail biting- stuff.' 
Tomorrow, (Sunday), has the.def- 
erredfirstepBodeofThe Cabbage 
Patchy endued “A Night Away.” 
Oiscbrd^m tire,-jfon» looms as 
Toby Watson has" to attend a con- 
' forehce in Birmingham and sfcy 
ove rnight, and also has. to take hs 
artractivenew secretary, Amanda, 

- with him, Tbcsd iy has IhaPs 


. Wad Abu Nuwar, Khaled Bayyat, Najla Vfadani and Jamal Taher 

• ■ 

wasTsing. Then, on 3rd of June. Drama and detectives 
1947, 'Mountbatten suddenly 
announced that England would 
quit India in August of that year, a 
mere ten weeks away. In effect, in 
order to ensure that England left 
while if still had some vestige of 
control, - all the difficult details 
about partition were being left to 
the fledgling native government to 
workout. Independence day itself 
found millio ns in Bengal and foe 
Punjab not knowing what country 
" they were living in. About ten mfl- 
•Jiba refugees- fled both dir- 
^efctions^ acd"ifp 'td^trtnflBoirof ' 
the m were sJ&ugbtered in the wave 
of violence that followed. A com- 
pete, and. utter cock -up; no won- 
der this episode is entitled ** Divide 
!And Quit’* 

-In a- more li^it-hearted vein, 

Monday ’ has Starrng The Actors 
-at 8 *30; (And you foought that I'd 
missed it out in the comedy sec- 
tion!) This 13 part series int- 
-eiviews - leadmg -actors and act- 
resses- and getsrlhem to explain 
bow they wort and prepare for a 


role. Using’ fihn-dips from the 
subjects best-known films this ser- 
ies exa mines foe elements, pla- 
nned and unplanned, that gp into 
each performance . Surprising- 
anecdotes are also in store as the 
actors speak candidly about their 
experiences on the set Tins w- 
eek’s subject is Julie Andrews, 
and among the film-clips are “M- 
ary Popp ins” and "The Sound Qf 
Music/’ Wednesday's doc- 
umentary is Conquest, which 
examines foe life-style of Alaskan 
wolves; their breeding habits, 
their ' migratoiy patterns, and 
other ^iich stuff. 
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that foe.lrepafopam. is a 
; ^Dymg: To" 'M^t Toa 7 ! ■ fe- tffe. 
WcdjKS*fey 1 s episode of Three 7 ® 
CohqHuiy in >rajch Jade is tiir- 
eatened by a jealous boyfriend. 
Lairy-stagesa naock funeral but it 
aiU goea^ ‘Wpoug. Thursday has a 
heart-rendiDg episode , of Eme- 
igency fioom, which E>r. Shi- 
nefeJcFs S3nhasto^decide whether 
he wantstolwe withdad, mam, or 
■give up mbofocrfthemandlive 
with friends. ; Finally, Bd- 
vedae on Frid^r in which - foe 
hero ?kles with the children aga- 
inst dad over -foe isaie of their 
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Mktd Your Language... 

Varieties: ^Mirage 

Feature film: 

An Invasion Of Privacy. 

Sunday 

The Cabbage Patch „ 

End Of Entire..... 

Dempsey And Makepeace 

Monday 

Starring foe Actors 

Tender Is Hie Night 
Dallas:^..... 

Tuesday 


.830 
. 9:10 

1030 


830 
.. 9:10 
1030 


. 9il0- 
1030 


Whc he visited EngJand Gandhi 
was askedby a reporter. ^What do 
yoii ■ ’think, of English cW- 
in¥ i SisatiKi?v? Replied , Gandhi: *T 
jirfvtiP think It would be a very good i- 


dea/’.That could serve to a coda to 
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.(Sunday), 
whole sedcs-This.Tveet looks, at 
the fmal^. disastrous phase of Bri- 
tish' rule, in India. Ir February. 
1947, Pritnc; Minister Cement 
Atttee announced that Britain 
wqdld leave foe subcontinent by 
June l948, and he appointed Lord 

Lon&vJ^tu^foatten' as -Viceroy.’ 
Although ail . of the parties had 
-nslntiantiy agreed to foe need for 
a partition of foe country into two- 
.sqjfoata^states, India.. and Pak-.. 
fetan , ffotmtbatten stifl could not 


That’s My Boy — 
A Forttmate Ufe . 
The Equaliser 

Wednesday 

Three’s Company 


830. 
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Falcon. Crest — 
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Thursday 


Emergency Room 
Return to Eden — 
Feature film: . . 

The Story Of 
Look Eastern: 
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I think that everyone in Tender 
Is The Night is completely loopy; 
totally static raving bonkers. Nic- 
ole is certifiable; Abe North has 
blood-filled visions of sawing wai- 
tersin half; Mr. YfcKisco is a dru- 
nken imbecile who insists on fig- 
hting duels for very good reason; 
Mrs. Speers appears to think that 
the best thing that could happen to 
her daughter would he for her to 
suffer a broken heart; and finally 
there is Campion, a panicky old 
queen . Evfcir . Dkfc . original ly so 
stra igh t-forward -has taken to say- 
rng some rather strange things. 
He's going to have to think np a 
very clever reply this week, when 
Rosemary proclaims her love for 
him. But then quite a bit of the 
dialogue in this is inspired. One of 
the best exchanges last week came 
after the duel, when a bemused 
onlooker asked of the two pro- 
tagonists: "No shake hands?,” 
and received the reply: “No, they 
already know each other.” The 
mam problem about A Fortunate 
Life,, (Tuesday), would appear to 
be its tide. Why "Fq/hmate?” 

' Consider Bert Face/s fife so for:; 
father dead, abandoned by mot- 
her, treks across Australia to a 
played-out gold-mine, toils for 
hours in the bush under a rel- 
entless sun, starved, maltreated 
and ultimately flogged without' 
mercy by a grog-crazed giant 
Poor old Curly. If this is fortune, 
give me disaster. Things do appear 
tp be looking up for Bert this 
week, when be goes to work for 
the Phillip s, a childless couple, 
who fikehint so much that they 
Hwadft to adopt him. But a ter- 
rifying confrontation with a bel- 
ligerent pig, and his mother's ref-: 
usal to condone the adoption 
mean that foe Phil Bps’ attitude 
towards Bert changes drastically, 
and gloom becomes foe order of 
the day once again. And if you 
think that life has been none too 
kind to oar hero so far, you just 
wait. Friday continues with The 
.Far Bavffions, a far cry from foe' 
grim realities of "Divide And Q- 
uii,” -and in which lantern-jawed 
Ben Cross continues to act very 
nobly. 

As for detectives, Sunday has 
Dempsey And Makepeace, in 
which the latter goes undercover 
and becomes a gangster’s moll in 
order to collar a vicious gang of 
jewel-thiefs. Keep your fingers 
crossed, but with any luck Tue- 
sday should see the pilot episode 

of The Equaliser, in which we find 
-out why Robert McCall, (Edward 
Woodward), chucks up his nice 
job w ith foe CIA and decides ins- 
tead to wander about the streets of 
New York blowing away all and 
-sundry, helped only by Liu tenant 
J e fferso n Burnett, of the 82nd 
Pofice precinct- If it fails to turn 
up,ho.wever, ,1 suppose we will just 
have to soldier an with "Murder, 
She Wrote.” (How many episodes 
of this are there?). “A long Way 
Rom I«A ” is foe tide of Friday's 
episode of Km ter, which stars 
Jack Nicholson and Elizabeth 
Taylor. (Well, if not them in per- 
son, certainly their dop- 
pelgangeis). Some good lines in 
■this, and heaps and heaps of ext- 
‘re me violence. I suppose it. has 
been designed tp. ensure that eve- 


are “Mirage.” tonight at 9:10 

ryone starts the working week in a 
fighting mood. 

Soaps 

In Dallas, (Monday). Lucy has 
found true love at last and Pam is 
unwittingly nurturing a viper in 
her bosom, lor in her hotel room 
at any rate), who is preparing to 
give JR foe lowdown on Bobby. 
Two interesting little facts about 
Bobby were established last week. 
He has the local sheriff pn his pay- 
roll, and can get him to turn up on 
cue at pre-arranged- "fender- 
benders." and be is also a very 
jealous guy, prone to acts of vio- 
lence when anyone else looks at 
Pam. Meanwhile JR is facing, a 
very large bill in return for him 
receiving the mony owed cm his 
Cuban oil shipment, and both his 
ex-partner and Holly have sworn 
to exact a terrible revenge on him . 
(Optimistic dreamers). Not only is 
it in Texas that sweetness and love 
.reign supreme. Over in California, 
at Falcon Crest, (Wednesday), the 
evil Doc. tires, for the third week 
in a row, to murder Chase. He has’ 
an odds-on chance erf success this 
time though, since he is about to 
operate in order to remove foe 
bullet in Chase's back. Will his 
hand slip? WiU adorable Angela 
Charmin g have cause to throw a 
party? Whatever happens I am 
sure that the wine that comes out 
of this particular vineyard is foe 
sort of stuff that the Borgias would 
have gone for in a big way. On 
Thursday we Return To Eden and 
Ipok in on another happy family. 
Stephanie gets a bedside visit from 
her loving sister, (no doubt toting 
a crocodile-skin handbag) and foe 
boyfriend, the Slimy Limey, tries 
to muscle in on the board. Don't 
these programmes make you rea- 
lise how dull, boring and mundane 
your own home-life is? Put some 
spice into your existence: stab a 
relative in the back. 

Feature films 

■' Tonight Valerie Harper and 
Qiffde Young star in An Invasion 
Of Privacy . X am informed that the 
story-tine of this consists of a mot- 
her and daughter who go off to a 
far-flung tropical island, to exp- 
lore or do research or something, 
and promptly get raped by the nat- 
ives. (Tm sorry, but that is what 
■Xve been told it’s about). Thu- 
rsday night’s offering Is altogether 
more staid and civilised, the 1 936 
classic. The Story Of Louis Pas- 
teur. (Unless, as has happened 
before, it turns out to be a teade- 
for-TV remake). Paul Muni stars 
as foe eminent I9th century 
French scientist who overcame 
various obstacles m finding cores 
for lots of nasty diseases, and inv- 
ented modern milk. When it came 
out it caused a sensation and sta- 
rted a tread, since it was 

example of Hollywood br ingi oB 
schoolbook history to box-office 
life. I end by quoting two con- 
temporary reviews. “What should 
be vital and arresting has been 
made hollow and dull ... we are 
tendered something that is bright 
and stagey for something out of 
life” (Otis Ferguson). "More exc- 
iting than any gangster mel- 
odrama” (C A. Lejeone). You 
pay your money and you take your 
choice. 


| High prices for the high life in London 


London restaurant* are under fire for high prices and poor value. Nick 
Bunker investigates the economies behind the steep hills. 


LON DON — My wife and 1 were 
halfway through our bottle of 
Gewurztra miner 1981 (less opu- 
lent than '83). and I was nibbling 
at the trout mousse inside by smo- 
ked salmon, when she paused 
between mouthfuls. 

"There's grit in these mussels,” 
she said, poking with a stiver fork 
at her £4 SO ($6.40) portion of 
raoules a la creme (fail. 

Fortunately, that was the only 
blemish on an otherwise acc- 
eptable dinner. Fortunately, bec- 
ause the meal costus.orratfaerthe 
FT, more than £66 ($94.40) for- 
two. 

The scene was La Reulle, a 
13 -month-old restaurant in a side 
road off London's Kensington 
High Street : the kind of restaurant 
whose pastelshaded decor fea- 
tures a Degas corner, hung with 
Degas drawings, and whose recent 
visitors have included the Duchess 
of Beaufort and Mr. Peter Miller, 
the chairman of Lloyd's. 

La Ruelle was launched with 
the specific aim of w innin g a place 
among foe top six or so French 
restaurants in Britain. 

It has yet to show a profit for its 
owner, the nearby 830-bed Lon- 
don Tara Hotel, itself a subsidiary 
of Aer Lingus, foe Irish state- 
owned airline which in the 1970s 
began diversifying into the hotel 
.and catering industry. 

The restaurant’s success in rea- 
lising the annual profits of up to 
£70,000 hoped for by Mr. Eom 
Dillon, the London Tara’s man- 
ager, will depend on two factors: 
the chef, Mr. Dominique Orizet, 
and foe economics of foe London 
restaurant business. 

High property prices, rents, 
property taxes, foe price of ing- 
redients and the influence of exp- 
ense accounts have helped pro- 
duce a situation in which "the cost 
of eating out at the top end of foe 
market now beggars Ivlief,” acc- 


ording to Mr. Drew Smith, editor 
of the Good Food Guide, writing 
in its 1986 edition. 

La Ruelle is far from being the 
most expensive: a recent, adm- 
ittedly excellent, birthday dinner 
at Rue St. Jacques, near Tot- 
tenha m Court Road, cost a couple 
£97, and bills of more than £40 a 
head are now frequent. 

But some observers feel that 
economic pressures lead too many 
restaurants less dedicated than La 
Ru e ll e to skimp on quality to max- 
imise earnings. 

“It’s unfair to have a great big 
thwack at the catering trade for its 
high prices. It’s not their fault if 
their costs are so high,” says Mr. 
Smith. But, he says, it is not "ext- 
remely fikely” that diners-out in 
expensive London restaurants will 
find themselves paying over the 
oddsfor bland, mediocre cooking. 

Mr. DQIon can set out the dif- 
ficulties faced by a restaurant like 
La Ruelle. Market research bef- 
ore it opened in October 1984 
showed that the kind of customers 
aimed for would pay at least £24 
or £25 per head for dinner. At that 
price, he estimated be could make 
a decent profit if La Ruelle ope- 
ned five days a week (to save on 
staff costs for weekend work) and 
served 60 covers nightly, yielding 
an annual turnover approa chin g 
£400,000, before allowing for 
extra lunchtime trade. 

Mr. Georges Dugarin, La Rue- 
lie’s manager, reckons that a new 
restaurant might need a year and a 
half to make its mark and break 
even. 

"At first, I suppose we just wan- 
ted to stick a toe in the market, 
and initially there was a flurry of 
curiosity, and we did very well,” 
says Mr. Dillon. But by January 
1985 La Ruelle was serving only 
10 or 11 oovers each evening — 
prompting him to step up pro- 
motional activity, hiring a public 


relations consultant who sought 
advertising and editorial coverage 
in publications such as Vogue, 
House and Garden, or the new 
Debrett’s magazine. 

Recently, the number of covers 
each evening has risen to an ave- 
rage of between 30 and 50. The 
kitchen, staffed by a chef, a so os- 
chef and three commis-chefs, ser- 
ves around 80 meals a day, inc- 
luding lunches. 

For the moment, Mr. Dillon is 
content to sustain losses, con- 
fident that by April La Ruelle will 
be making money. A breakdown 
. of his costs shows that a restaurant 
without foe backing of an org- 
anisation like foe London Tara 
might be less sanguine. 

In theory, says Mr. Dtilion, 
about 36 per cent of a high-class 
restaurant's costs should be for 
food, and 30 per cent for labour. 
Mr. Orizet’s salary has not been 
disclosed, but a top French chef in 
London might expect to make 
£15,000. A co m mis -chief could 
take home £120 a week, plus a 
share in service charges, and other 
extras. 

Cattery and linen along will 
account for another 7 or 8 per cent 
of costs. 

That leaves a gross profit of 
around 25 per cent, before all- 
owing for overheads, depreciation 
and interest payments: which are 
where the problems lurk for some 
owners. 

The London Tara paid about 
£160,000 for a short-term, ren- 
ewable lease on premises which 
have housed three other res- 
taurants in the last 25 years. 

Hie figure might have been at 
least £200,000 for space on Ken- 
sington High Street. Mr. Dillon 
spent £60,000 co redecoration: it 
• might have been far more if be had 
gone to an outside company ins- 
tead of using existing hotel staff as 
designers. 

Other restaurateurs, like Mr. 
Nico La denis, the chef and former 
proprietor of the Michelin-rated 
Chez Nico in Battersea, have quit 


London because they could not 
borrow the estimated £750,000 
needed to finance a new West End 
restaurant. 

Part of his problem was "the 
Michelin syndrome.” Winning 
three stars in the guide can gen- 
erate enormous profits for an 
owner; the attempt to do so might 
bankrupt him. 

"Once you bave one Michelin 
star, you want to get two,” says 
Mr. Laden is. “But once you have 
two the bailgame becomes very 
big business indeed." 

He realised it was time to mig- 
rate to Shinfield, in Berkshire, 
when in an attempt -to expand 
from his cramped quarters south 
of foe river he looked at former 
bank premises in Great Portland 
Street. A lease on 3.150 square 
metres would have set him back 
£25.000 a year in rent (with a 
five-yearly review), and £10,000 
in property taxes. Conversion 
might cost him another £200.000. 
Add to that the cost of ingredients. 
Mr. Ladenis has had to scrub from 
his menu dishes like turbot, after 
paying £64 for a single fish from 
Brixham. 

Where does this leave con- 
sumers — who pay foe price of 
London property-inflated res- 
taurant bills? In most cases, it lea- 
ves them relying on expense acc- 
ounts. 

Even at La Ruelle, with its rel- 
ative price advantage, Mr. bng- 
arin estimates that 70 or 80 per 
cent of diners are expecting their 
companies to pick up the bill. 

On one hand, expense accounts 
provide a steady stream of cus- 
tomers -keeping afloat- foe best 
C&tmg-jrfaces; on foe other, says 
Mr. Smith, business diners may 
show insufficient concern about 
value for money. 

In the meantime, his advice is 
simple: "Go to the Rolls-Royce, 
like Gavroche or Tante Claire, 
because foe Ford Cortina may be 
just as expensive — and not worth 
the money” — Financial Times 
news feature. 


British press on verge of biggest expansion this century 
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By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

LONDON — Britain’s newspaper 
industry is poised for its biggest 
expansion this century after str- 
uggling unsuccessfully for years to 
overcome trade union opposition 
to technological change. 

At least three new national dai- 
lies using modem printing tec- 
hnology are scheduled to appear 
this year and there are also plans 
for a London evening newspaper 
and a left-wing weekly. 

Few disagree that most of foe 
credit belongs to Eddie Shah, a 
north England businessman who 
won national prominence two 
years ago when be engaged in a 
protracted and occasionally vio- 
lent dispute with a powerful print 
union and- won. 

At that time, Shah. 41 , was pub- 
lisher of a tittle-known but highly 
profitable string of local new- 
spapers which were financed by 
advertising and distributed free. 

In March, he will become the 
country’s newest press baron by 
.launching “Today,” Britain’s first 
seven-day-a-week national new- 
spaper prmted in colour and emp- 
loying the latest technology. 

Shah’s success in breaking foe 
strangle-bold of the print unions 
by setting op his own presses out- 
side Britain’s traditional new- 
spaper centre in Fleet Street and 
signing a no-strike agreement with 
a small, right-wing electriciaiis’ 
union has opened the way for oth- 
ers to follow. 

“The British press now has the 
opportunity to leap from the arc- 
haic, labour intensive technology 
to a new, capital-intensive tec- 
hnology,” foe Economist mag- 
azine said in a recent editorial. 

TYadhkmal Fleet Street bosses 
like Australian-born magnate 
Rupert Murdoch and 

mflBoaair e 

Robert Maxwell, owners of the 
country's two most popular tab- 
loids, were quick to exploit the 
foreatposed by Shah to attempt to 
foist new technology on their unw- 
flfing printers. 

Maxwell, whose mass- 


circulatksc A ^y, The Mirror, was 
making ever-increasing losses, 
embarked on a series of con- 
frontations with the unions, eve- 
ntually forcing them to accept foe 
elimination of 2,100 jobs. 

He now plans to launch a new, 
colour daily in March to compete 
directly with Shah. 

Murdoch, now a \JS. citizen, is 
still stru ggling to gam uninn con- 
sent to- shift printing of Britain’s 
top-selling newspaper, The Sun, 
to a modem plant outside Fleet 
Street which has been standing 
idle since being built seven years 
ago. 

According to Andreas 


Witham -Smith, one of three for- 
mer senior editors on foe Daily 
Telegraph who recently left to set 
np their own "serious” daily, Shah 
has transformed the newspaper 
industry’s image in the eyes of 
potential investors in the city of 
London, Britain's financiahcentre. 

“Without Eddy, we would not 
have been able to raise the money 
(for foe new publication). He cha- • 
nged foe climate,” Witoam-Smith 
said. 

His colleague Matthew Sym- 
onds added: "The city now sees 
newspapers as a sunrise, not a sun- 
set industry." 

Until now. Fleet Street new- 


spapers have been printed using 
obsolete type-setting techniques 
which were overtaken 25 years 
ago by photo-setting. 

Restrictive agreements with 
two powerful print unions, the 
National Graphical Association 
(NGA) and Sogat ’82, prevented 
direct computer setting by jou- 
rnalists and use of video screens. 

Hi e unions reserved, and fre- 
quently invoked, their right to bait 
the presses whenever there was a 
dispute with management. 

If siting newspapers was the 
only measure of well-being. Fleet 
Street would have been a success 
story long ago. 


Legends that make sense 


By Carlos Cisteraas 

The Associated Press 
CHILOE ISLAND, Chile — The 
people of this rustic archipelago 
tell vivid tales of ghost ships, sea 
lion -men, fertility go desses, wit- 
ches in caves and evil elves who 
seduce young girls. 

They are mythological cre- 
atures of Indian Legend, well 
known to the 110,000 farmers and 
fishermen living along the inland 
waterways of these 33 islands in 
southern Chile. 

But few talk about the m to out- 
siders because islanders are sen- 
sitive to ridicule of their beliefs. 

"Their legends aren't anything 
strange or mysterious once you 
understand why people have told 
and retold them over the gen- 
erations,” said Jorge Negron, who 
has been researching the legend 

for 12 years. "They reflect sta- 
ndards of conduct and punishment 
necessary for a harmonious fife.” 

Negron, a former forest ranger, 
moved here two decades ago and 
is wxitiog a book that tries to make 
sense erf the legends. 

As an example, he cited okl 
Haenchula. the sea goddess who 
punishes islanders when they do 
wrong. She manifests herself to 
the islanders through the sound of 
the waves. When islanders use 
shovels and other implements ins- 


tead of their bare hands to gather 
shellfish, she becomes irritated 
and punishes them. 

A decade or so ago, Negron 
said, Huenchula got so angry 
about overfishing that she wit- 
hheld foe sea’s abundance for 
three years and foe local economy 
faltered. 

“The myth has a rational exp- 
lanation.” he said. "It’s what we 
now know as ecology.” 

Chilotes, as foe islanders are 
called, descend from the Choncho 
and Hnilfiche Indians who, acc- 
ording to archaeologists, settled 
here at least 5,000 years ago. Chi- 
loe. the largest island, is pro- 
nounced Chee-Lo- Way and 
means “land of foe seagulls'' in foe 
native tongue. 

The Indian language has given 
way to Spanish, but Chfloe rem- 
ains a world apart from the rest of 
Chile. _ 

Chilotes fisb, farm, raise sheep, 
grind flew, cut timber and knit 
wool, maintaining near self- 
sufficiency in food, shelter and 
clothing through a barter eco- 
nomy. 

Most of the islands lade ele- 
ctricity and telephones. A letter 
from Santiago, 1,300 km to the 
north, can take 20 days to arrive. 

In recent decades, foe arrival of 
tourists and transistor radios has 


only cracked CWoe’s isolation. A 
transistor radio, for example, 
brings news from Santiago, Chile’s 
capital, but islanders say they have 
to trade about 30 fish to obtain 
one. 

“The islanders are stubborn 
about keeping their beliefs to 
themselves, because their contacts 
with outsiders have not been all 
good,” Negron said. “They have 
been degraded as ignorant and 
superstitious.” 

A recent visitor who asked the 
meaning of the ghost ship Cal- 
euche learned how secretive foe 
Chilotes can be about their leg- 
ends. 

It was a moonlit outing in Tib- 
urck) Tore ma's fragile wooden sai- 
lboat. Hie dark, wiry old man had 
invited the visitor to accompany 
him on the water with his son and 
two neighbours. Then, amid lau- 
ghter and mock fright, the four isl- 
anders fended off questions about 

foe Caleucbe. 

The legendary vessel lurks in 
the fog, cruising at fantastic speeds 
above and below foe water. Its 
crew of witches lure boatmen with 
their melodies and then enslave, 
them. 

Threma declined to say whether 
he believed the legend. 

"Maybe it is you who is trying to 
bewitch us,” hie told the visitor. . 










JOMMN IMS, SATORDAY JANUARY If, ISjj 



Becker knocks Wilander 
out of Masters tourney 


NEW YORK (R) — Wimbledon champion Boris 
Becker, blending an awesome power game with 
touch and coolness under pressure, upset Mats Wil- 
ander of Sweden 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 Thursday night to gain 
the semifinals of the $500,000 Masters tennis cha- 
mpionships. 


Earlier, Andres Gomez of Ecu- 
. ador added another chapter to his 
Masters' Cinderella story when he 
upset Johan Kriek of title U.S. 6-3. 
6-2 to reach the semifinals. 

Playing in his first masters, Bec- 
ker foiled to crack Linder pressure 
during a tin gling third set m which 
he and W Dander held serve thr- 
ough the first seven games. 

After WQander squandered a 
game point in the eighth game 
Becker broke service on two err- 
ors by die French Open champion, 
and served out at 15 for the match.' 

Becker’s blockbuster service 
made the difference in die third 
set as he yielded only six points on 
serve in five service games. WD- 
ander, whose service is the most 
unproved facet of his game, also 
served strongly throughout the 
final set as he enabled Becker to 
reach breakpoint only once, in the 
decisive eighth game. 

A magnificent lob winner by the 
West German in that game turned 
out to be the crucial point. With 
' game point in hand, WQander 
pounded a forehand deep into the 
left comer and charged the net 

Racing to bis left, Becker threw 
up a desperation backhand lob 
that fell inches inside die baseline 
in the left comer for an outright 
winner that made it deuce. Wil- 
ander then drove a backhand long 
off an attacking forehand by Bec- 
ker and mishit a backhand! ena- 
bling Becker to break through. 

Becker’s victory was his fourth 


in a row over the 21 -year-old Wil- 
ander folkwing the Swede's tri- 
umph in their first meeting during 
the second round of last year’s 
French Open championship, 
which WQander won for the sec- 
ond time. 

The defeat denied WQander a 
third successive berth in the Mas- 
ters semifinals. 

WQander, ranked third in the 


of unforced errors, while Gomez 
played steady tennis throughout 
The 1 .95 metre Ecuadorean lef- 
thander never lost his service 
while breaking Kriek three times. 
And though he seldom ventured 
to the net, Gomez invariably sco- 
red with volley winners when be 
did. 

WQander said Becker’s service 
was the key to his victory. 

“My first serve didn't work 
when 1 really needed it late in the 
last set” he said. “That was the 
difference. Boris served much bet- 
ter.” 

“I think be has improved quite a 
lot since Wimbledon.” 

Becker demonstrated his ver- 


worid, three spots above Becker, satQity, mixing power with solid 
took a 2-0 lead in the first set. But grounds trokes. 

Becker broke in the sixth and 1 0th “At the beginning I was trying 

games — the second rime after to stay at the baseline to get a good 
WQander had reached game -point touch,” the West German said. 
— to take the set. “After I get my touch, I feel better 

A lone service break in the fifth going in (to the net). But I know 1 
game enabled WQander to square can {day both baseline and serve 
the brilliantly played match before and vol ley.” 
a crowd of 10,971 at Madison Gomez, malrincr it to the Mas- 
luare Garden. ters se mifinals for the first time, 

said he was relaxed because be felt $ 
he had nothing to lose. r 

“It’s kind of a strange fee- 
ling, "the big lefthander said. “I 
fed like Tm not here. 1 was not < 
supposed to be in the tournament, 
so I’m very relaxed and I don’t feel 



;er was the aggressor thr- 
oughout, attacking the net often 
and constantly going for winners 
from the backcourt with his pul- 
verising groundstrokes. Playing 
more conservatively, WQander 
went to the net less frequently, 
electing instead to try to keep 
BeckeT off balance and then going 
down the line. 

A similar pattern prevailed in 
the Gomez- Kriek match. Kriek 
was on the offensive throughout, 
constantly charging the net and 
trying to end the points quickly 
while Gomez spent most of the 
match at the baseline. 

Kriek's strategy backfired, 
however, as he co mmitted a string 



■f 


any pressure. I've got nothing to 
lose.” 

“My picture is oot even in the 
programme, so most of the people 
don’t even know I'm in the tou- 
rnament," the Ecuadorean said. 
“So if I lose it’s ail right.” 

The semifinals will be played on 
Saturday afternoon and the final 
on Sunday afternoon. The winner 
will receive SI 00 ,000 and the 
runnerup S70.000. 


A daunting task awaits West Ham 


LON DON (R) — West Ham, who 
have been challenging in the top 
six of the English first division 
since November, wQI face the 
most severe test of their title asp- 
irations to date when they play at 
Liverpool on Saturday. 

After surviving a difficult per- 
iod at the turn of the year, during 
which London rivals Tottenham 
ended their 18-match unbeaten 
run , the Hammers have recovered 
to hang on to fifth position in the 
table and they currently boast the 
best defensive away record in the 
first division. 

In 13 trips to their opponents, 
grounds,' West Ham have con- 1 


ceded only 11 goals, winning six 
and drawing four of their matches. 

But Liverpool, whose form has 
fluctuated from the sublime to the 
ordinary in recent weeks, are sure 
to give the greatly-improved West 
Ham defence a thorough exa- 
mination at Aiifield, particularly 
as the partnership between str- 
ikers Ian Rush and Paul Walsh has 
blossomed into one of the most 
dangerous in the league. 

Both Rush and Walsh have 
been scoring with impressive fre- 
edom recently and even West 
Ham’s own star marksman Sco- 
ttish international Frank MicS^ 
vennie has been eclipsed by the 


WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 

INVITATION TO BID CONTRACT No. 5/86/Ml 
ZARKA-RUSSEIFA WATER AND 
SEWERAGE PROJECT 

Water Authority of Jordan invites experienced con- 
tractors to submit bids for the supply and installation 
of about 30 km of sewers line ranging in diameter from 
150 mm, to 500 mm. 

Contractors in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
who have been prequalified as general, first and sec- 
ond class water ana sewerage and general and first 
roads and buildings are invited to submit bids. 

Eligible foreign contractors under Islamic Dev- 
elopment Bank (IDB)’s code shall submit an envelope 
including financial and technical data about the firms 
as well as technical capabilities. These datas will be 
used for qualification, and bidders will be informed 
whether to submit a bid or not. Eligible foreign con- 
tractors are encouraged to associate with local con- 
tractors. 

The qualification data envelopes are due no later 
than 28/1/1986. 

A prebid conference will be held on 28/1/1986, at 
9:00 a. m. Jordan local time in the Water Authority main 
office in Amman. 

Bids are due no later than 18/2/1986 at 12:00 noon 
Jordan local time, and should be delivered to Water 
Authority main office in Amman. 

Copies of the tender document are available at: 

Water Authority, Nablus SL Jabal A1 - Hussein 
P-O. Box (2412) Amman - Jordan 
Tel. 666111 Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO 

The cost of each copy of the tender document is JD 1 50 
non-refun dab I e. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


Liverpool duo's exploits. 

History will offer West Ham lit- 
tle comfort as they seek their first 
win at Liverpool since the 1963- 
1964 season when Geoff Hurst 
and Martin Peters scored in a 2-1 
victory. 

They have not scored at Anfield 
since drawing 2-2 in 1975-76 and 
their last five visits have ended in 
defeats, including a 6-0 thrashing 
in 1983-84. 

Fourth-placed Chelsea visit 
Birmingham’s City rivals and 
fellow -stragglers West Bromwich 
Albion , who are rooted to the foot 
of the tablef after only two wins ail 
season. Their form, however, is 
better than their results and they 
may be capable of restricting the 
ambitious Londoners to a draw. 


A fomffiar pose: West Germany’s 18-year-otd Boris Becker has been 
raking his arms in victory almost every time he steps on the court 
daring tide past year. EBs latest win was as upset of Sweden's Mats 
WQander to gals a berth in the semiffimfa of the Masters tennis 
tournament in New York. (Photo: DaQ/dpa) 

Tottenham boss in trouble 


LONDON (R) — Hard on the 
heels of the resignation of Bir- 
mingham soccer manager Ron 
Saunders. Tottenham boss Peter 
Sh reeve looks set for an unc- 
omfortable passage. 

After two successive 3-0 home 
defeats some fans are expected to 
be calling for changes when Tot- 
enhara entertain Manchester City 
in the English first division Sat- 
urday. 

As if Shreeve did not have eno- 
ugh problems, be learnt Thursday 
he will be without Argentine mid- 
fielder Ossie ArdQes for between 
four and six weeks. 

And lies went into a hospital Fri- 
day for a hernia operation after 


complaining of stomach strain for 
the last two weeks. The talented 
bal l-player would have been in the 
side Saturday but he seems unable 
to throw off the injury jynx which 
has plagued him for so long. 

Better news for Shreeve is that 
his expensive s ig nin g from New- 
castle, Chris Waddle, has rec- 
overed much more quickly than 
expected fro man ankle injury and 
has a good chance of playing. 

Manchester City, who are unc- 
hanged for the third game in a 
row, are on the up after a mis- 
erable run last year when they 
went 11 league games without a 
win. 


Boxing championship series to 

genuine champion” 


66 


crown 


PERTH (R) — A world hea- 
vyweight title fight will be held 
here in January next year after 
elimination rounds in the United 
States, boxing-promoters said Fri- 
day- ... . 

U.S. boxing promoter Don 
King has signed a contract with 
two Australian organisations, one 
of them belonging to millionaire 


businessman Alan Bond, to stage 
the fight at a tourist resort, they 
told Reuters. 

Former Western Australian 
Premier- Ray O’Connor, whose 
consultancy firm was involved in 
drafting the contract, said at least 
six top world heavyweights would 
contest the tide; 

-He declined to disclose die prize 
money or other financial arr- 
angements. 


1986 rally season opens 



— West Germany's enchanted by {dans for her to 



PARIS (R) — 

Walter Rdefazi chases an unp- 
recedented fifth victory when the 
Monte Carlo Rally gets underway 
Saturday to start the World Cha- 
mpionship season. 

Roehrf, who has won four rimes 
for four different teams, had to 
settle for second place m his Audi 
behind Finlan d's Ari Vatanen last 
in a race which propelled 
it into a triumphant season 
culminating with the world team 

title. 

Vatanen is absent this time fol- 
lowing a shattering accident in Last 
year’s: tour of Argentina which 
■nearly cost him his life, but Peu- 
geot are still a powerful force. 

. World champion Tinao Salonen 
leads the Peugeot attack, which 
has incorporated another Finn, 
Juha Kankkunen, and Fre- 
nchwoman Michele Mbutoa, 

world championship runner-up rn 

dis- 


1982 and a signing from 
where she had become 


more in America than Eur ope . 

Frenchman Bruno Saby, fifth in 
Monte Carlo last year, co Deletes 
the Peugeot 205 Turbo 16 line-up 
.which Roehrt reckons will again 
be die team to beat. 

But after the Pteugeot-Audi 
duels which highlighted much of 
the 1985 season, this year pro- 
mises more widespread com- 
petition with a growing challenge 
from Lancia, Austin Metro and 
Citroen. 

Lancia scored a one-two victory 
in the RAC Rally in Britain last 
November with their new Delta 
S4, cars piloted by Finns Henri 
Tbivonen and Mazkku Alen. 

They and Italin colleague Mas- 
simo Biasion constitute a strong 
and experienced team, though it 
re mains to be seen bow the new 
pars cope in the event of snowy 
conditions on their Monte Carlo 
debut. 

Another largely unknown qua- 


ntity are the Austin Rover MG 
Metros piloted by Tony Pond, 
who was third behind the Lances 
in the RAC race, and follow Bri- 
ton Malcolm Wilson. 

This 54th edition of the 4,00b" 
km classic marks the fir& app- 
earance of the two Britons m the 
Monte Carlo rally Another unt- 
ried force will be the Citroen . B 
X4TCs in which Frenchmen 
Jean-Oaude Andxuet and Rq. 
lippe Wambergue are driving. 

CStioenlastwonatNfonteCaito 
in 1966 with Pauli Toivonen, fat- 
her of Henri, at the wheel. 

About 160 cars have been ent- 
ered this year, over 70 fewer than 
in 1984 to make organisation eas- 
ier. The figure is, however. 40up 
on 1985 when a bitter wrangle 
between the organisers and the 
International Motor Raring Fed- 
eration (FISA) threatened can- 
cellation of the race iq> till the last 
moment. . 
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Maleeva stumbles over Balestrat 


WORCESTER, Massachusetts 
(R) — Fifth-seeded Bulgarian 
Manuela Maleeva was bounced 
from the 5250,000 New England 
Classic by Australian Dianne Bal- 
estrat,' while Hana Mandfikova 
and Carling Bassett survived sca- 
res Thursday night to advance to 
the third round. 

Balestrat, who had been winless 
since the Australian Open in Nov- 
ember, defeated Maleeva 7-6 
(7-5), 4-6, 6-1 to score the only 
upset of the day. 

The llth-seeded Bassett of 
Canada battled back from a set 
down and 0-2 in the second by 
ripping off the next 12 games to 
oust American Molly Van Nos- 
trand 4-6, 6-2, 6-0. 

Qualifier Melissa Gurney, a 
16-year-old American, threw a 
scare into U.S. Open tidist Hana 
MandJikova, the second seed, by 
taking the second set before fal- 
ling 6-4, 6-7 (4-7), 6-1. 

For the rest of the seeds though 
it was business as usual, as top 
seed Martina Navratilova of the 
U.S. and compatriot Pam Shr- 
rver. Helena Sukova of Cze- 


choslovakia, Australian Wendy 
Turnbull and Catarina Lindqvist 
of Sweden all made it through 
their seecond-round matches wit- 
hout conceding a set. 

Balestrat said it was her biggest 
victory in more than four years. 

“I felt confident going into the 
match,” she said. “She has very 
good passing shots, and I'm not an 
exceptional serve and volley pla- 
yer, so I thought I'd stay bade and 
play tough and concentrate very 
hard on the match.” 

Maleeva, although dis- 
appointed, gave credit to Bal- 
estrat. 

“It was a match I didn't expect 
to lose” Maleeva said. “Eve- 
rything went wrong. I didn't serve 
as well as I usually do and I didn't 
really feel my backhand. But I 
have to say that she played well.” 
Bassett lost only nine points in 
winning the fast 12 games of her 


resstve." 

Mandfikova got a good workout 
against Gurney, who also took the 
Czechoslovak to three sets in a 
match last year, 

“It’s always difficult -in the first 
match after a break,” Mandfikova 
said of ber opening appearance at 
the tournament “And Melissa is 
not a bad player. I think I lost, a 
tittle bit of concentre tionin the 
second set. It was a good match to 
get under my belt.” 

Fourth-seeded West German 
Claudia Kohde KQsch reached the 
third round without playing a 
match . After a first-round bye, -her 
match against American Leigh 
Thompson was called off when. 
Thompson withdrew with sto- 
mach cramps. 

In other matches, Navratilova 
easily beat Italy's Regina Reggi 
6-1, 6-2, ninth-seeded Lindqvist 
beat Kate Gompert of the U.5. 
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match against Van Nostrand for 6-2. 6-3, sixth -seeded Sukova 


victory. . 

“I lost the first set heavily” 
Bassett said. “It wasn'ta close 6-4. 
Then I got mad ' at myself and got 
pumped up and a lot more agg- 


won 6-1 ,6-1 over American Betty 
Nagelsen, 10th seed Turnbull beat 
American Susan Mascarin 6-3. 
6-3 , and third-seeded Shriyer beat 
Italy’s Sandra Cecchini 6-3, 6-0. 


Doubts over McEnroe grow stronger 


By Jack Cavanaugh 

Reuier 

NEW YORK — He still rants and 
raves at umpires, linesmen and 
even some spectators, but some of 
the fire seems to have gone out of 
John McEnroe.:- . : . 


ding round of the Masters tennis 
championships Wednesday night 
Even McEnroe concedes that, 
all of a sudden, everything seems 
to have gone wrong. Perhaps most 
significantly, he is having difficulty 
concentrating during a match,' 
McEnroe said following his 5-7, 


And unless he can rekindle it, it '6-4, 6-1 loss to- Gilbert: 


appears unlikely that he will ever 
regain the world's number one 
ranking. 

That in essence, was the pre- 
vailing opinion by many tennis ins- 
iders in the aftermath of McE- 
nroe's stunning defeat by unh- 
eralded Brad Gilbert in the ope- 


FLAT FOR RENT/CAR FOR SALE 


Foreign journalist departing Amman leaves n-.-j or city's best 
flats: 4th Circle roof flat, sunny, good vi* - .. with 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, sitting room, dining modem kitchen, giant 
terrace, telephone. 

JD 4000/yr. Unfurnished 

FIAT 1983 131 Supermirafiori, 37,000 km in excellent con- 
dition with tinted glass, A/C, elec, windows. Duty unpaid. 
Price JD 1500 or best offer. 

Also for sale: video, 3-system colour SONY TV 21”, pro- 
fessional home gymnasium, gas oven, washer, fridge. 

Contact: 659401 or 675861 
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COME WITH US TO AQABA " DAILY 


At ACJUAMARINA HOTEL on half board + RT/ 
AIR - TKT + RT/TRFRS in Aqaba 
Special rates for children 


3 days 

4 days 

one week. 

32.-JD 

38.-JD 

58.-JD 
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FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, lounge and dining room 
with central heating and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Tyche Hotel 

Call: 642738 Amman 


MAS 

■ 

Recording 


Original Foreign 

Price 600 Fils 

Cassettes 

| AMMAN - JABAL AL - KQSS8N — KHALD « At WAU0 ST. | 


m. MWJ7 P.a BOX 1290 | 


The day after; McEnroe’s def- 
eat was the talk of the Masters 
tournament which, during its first 
two days, has lost its two biggest 
attractions — McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors, who withdrew on 
opening day because of the flu. 

The 3 3 -year-old Connors was *ortant element among the world’s 
given virtually no chance of win- best players. 


tory of the tournament 
But where in the past he has 
raised his game to its highest level 
when he trailed, McEnroe seemed 
to lack desire and showed Utile 
aggressiveness during the cli- 
mactic third set. - 
Though he won. 71 of 79 mat- 
ches be the Grant! T^rix efrcuitlast 
ydhr- a year-lbng-petfonnanoe 
overshadowed only by ' Lendls 
80-7 mark — McEnroe failed to 
win a Grand Slam tournament 
Late in the year he admitted be 
was having trouble with his con- 
centration, perhaps the. raost.iiqp- 


ning the tournament, but .McE- 
nroe had been expected to meet 
top-seeded and world number one 
Ivan Lendl in Sunday’s final for 
the third year in a row. 


McEnroe has attributed some 
of his concentration lapses to the 
publicity over bis romance with 
actress Ti tu m O'Neal, whom he is 
due to many next month, and to 


In fact, McEnroe did not play the impending birth of their child, 
badly against Gilbert, the world’s And he has conceded that his pri- 
18 th -ranked player, who in McE- 
nroe's words “played the match of 
his life” in scoring perhaps the 
biggest upset in the 16-year tais- 


vate life now takes precedence 
over his tennis, which was not the 
case when he held the number one 
ranking. 




FOR RENT 

- Modern furnished apartments 

* Studio of one bedroom K&B 

* One bedroom, living room K&B 

* Two bedrooms..living/dining room K&B. 

Central heating and telephones 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles 

Tel. 641443 


TO LET 

1 TO LET I 

A) Fully-furnished apartment of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining 


Furnished Apt. 

joom. kitchen. IVa-bath rooms and two balconies. 



B) Two apartments each of single bedroom, salon, kitchen and a 
bath, unfurnished. 


Ground floor with garden, 2 bedrooms, L-shaped 
salon, central heating, and telephone. 

A// am centrally beared 

1 

Located in Jabal Amman behind Zahran Palace 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Dare Hotel- 


Please- call tel. no. 632638 

Contact 665660 


■ 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

is 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.nu 
6:30 - Midnight 

Dai 638968 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT . 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing - 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

■ 

m % 

Mongolian Barbeaue for 


lunch and dinner^lDAY 




Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities . . 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 
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Cinema 

RfilftBOW 

tel: 625155 

COMMANDO 


(Colour) 
Awfomuflew: aao. boo. 8 . 30 - 


Cinema 

fi-HCBSEiN 

Tel: 622112 

END GAME 

(Colour} 

frtormmncos. izho, 3M. &30, 


*Chw- Tkwirc* 

Philadelphia 

' Tel: 634144 - 634149 

CLOSED AND 
SHORTLY WILL BE 
REOPENED 


Cinema 

RBGHfiDflN 

Tel; 622198 

HERO 

(Catour) 

■T2X30, ,300, 5/30. a.«J, 


Cinema 

OPERA 

: AfaMLbMtMAHaoM 

Tel: 675573 

BANNED IN GIRLS’ 

SCHOOLS 

(Colour) . . 

■ m 

jP^fOnpanau ^3:30; 0*» l £<gfc.- 
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London exchange Dates 




. LfMDOET <R) — KDEbwing are die buying and seQmg rates for 
' leafing woi® currencies andgoldagsmstthe dollar ax midday on 
.the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 




SK; 

> 0 --: 


[ v L4355/65 -US. deltas. 

*V One U.5, .dollar ^. . 1.4015/20 ... „■ . Omarffan dollars 
/ ‘ "^2.4660/70 . West German m; 

„• .. . ; U 2;7770/S0 ' Dutch guilders 

• .V ; < . v : -2J0915/2O . . ... Swiss francs 

_ j , V:. v - . l;- : .: ' 5030/35- . Belgian francs 

fe" " "^."^360000 - . . - . : French francs ■■ 

?v, r V jv-;; - . v . 1679/1680 :. Italian lire - 

202.40/50 - Japanese yen 

.> * - -V- >■ - ^ 7 K529C/6340 Swedish crowns 


i- ■ i 

■» •% 




if": 7^985/6035. 

:.9J0S2Sf?S 

% : " ^Ote&iBfae oigpH = 358.00/359.00 

■1 ■ " i/ ■ M " Z... " ^ ^ 

|^ r Z, — v7?.* t- eyi’T ■ \- ■ ■* -- -V 


West German marlcs 
Patch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs - 
Italian lire - 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
-U3. dollars 


. I;. -?i ; niim/w rpTA/ 




UONDONSTOCK MARKET 






t - .■ T-, Share prices. dosed higher hut turnover was 

. ^iKxIerate JB^roiaiors tended to wait untfl the oondusios of die 
- G-5:mtttinfi tsds weekend, dealers said. They added buying int- 
*. . CKSt was selecti ve, toa inl y confined to special situation stocks. At 

/ 15|0;X3Ste tbeJPijti 100 index was 15 up at 1396.0. 

5 tact-, l - ^nk^sere parricularfy firm on seasonal demand which left 
sen : J Ek^ds ZQprop at492: Industrials and golds were mixed. In mixed 

\ •T^fflsuj^nees Jbmkeis were higher. 

ntW ' ■■ 'Gcrvemmeiit bonds showed gains ranging to % point and North 

an^ - ••*]: -Ajhencah^ stocks were mixed. 

^ ; : t. rCovtem ment bonds edged up generally by 12 Vi pence for most 


■T • 


;. ; -'AtjkH^lcstdihgiijdustfials, Reed International was up 10 pence 
," at669 pence, Thmer and, Newah gained 8 to 126 and De La Rue 
r - was up 10 at 745. - - 

: Major qSs continued to decline as tine price of spot crude fell. 

and BP, was down 5 at 546. 

> iHrree.^other major banks posted considerable gams. Barclays 
r r_,jrose 13 at 467,Mxfland 12 at 449 and National Westminster 17 at 
l, 704.1- ' _ 


VbUROAILY 
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from tfre Carrotf Rlghter Institute . 
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v FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JAN. IS, 1886 

"T GENERALTENDENCIES: A day and evening when 
you would be wise to concentrate upon the practical 
’ aspects of youc existence, to find out just where yon 
' stand in your assets aud obligataons. 

ARIES fMar.m to Apr.' 19} Study (he new practical 
. ent^prise ycar haye started and be sure of the benefits 
you are to get fromit. ' 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get yourself in right 
handsiand get your appearance and health improved to- 
day and fe& aces by the time evening rolls around. 

<xEM lNi(May 2 1 to June 2 l) Plan just how . to make 
your . am^itKms come trae. pariacularly in private life. 
Getr tasks bandied toat can deter your progress. 

- MOON CHEUDB£N (Jnne 22 to JuL 21) Get at those 


. LIBRA (S^)t. 23 to Oct 22) An enterprise that means 
macA toycm cgp be im p rov e d with the aid o f one who 
has/tbetisbt infotroation. 

| 'i SC^)KjS^(Oct^23^ to-Nov. 2l)Tbu <^ now discuss 
details with- a partner and reach & better accord if you 
r Srebbth broad-minded. 

. ..SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Keep thatpro- 
mise^Mhayetoadeinacalmandpredsewayiiow, and 


- CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Make the prepara- 
rtsoos ncwrfbrthe amusements ahead with cpngemals and 
then afl. wotks out well. 

. AQUARIUS (J arL 2 I to Feb. 19) Don't allow an out- 


Quietly- just how to.solve it. ■ 

TISCES(Feb. 20 to.Mar. 20) Make sure that your car 
- is in'good running order and that you drive carefully to- 
day. Reddessaaesscould tiring you much trouble. 

IF YQURGHiLP IS BORNTODAY he or she will 
be very capable at whatever has to do with business or 
jmoney. Give as fine a .business course as you can and 
send to the bast; schools. Your progeny will be very 
maghfeti cbot teaebto use this quality in the right way. 


JORDAN 


, SATURDAY JANUARY 18, 



OECD urges U.S. to correct imbalances 


PARIS (R) — Hie United States most act urgently to 
correct imbalances in its economy if industrial nat- 
ions are to continue steady growth, the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said Thursday. 


The OECD said the US. eco- 
nomic recovery, while . distinctly 
slower than 1983 and 1984 levels, 
would continue with annual 

growth of 2 V 2 L 0 three per cent 
oyer the next 18 months and a low 
risk of renewed inflation or fur- 
ther or further unemployment. 

The figures in the OECD's ann- 
ual economic review are well 
below the four per cent 1 986 GNP 
(Gross National Product) growth 
rate predicted by Washington . 

In 1985, the OECD pat U3. 
growth at 216 per cent. 

But the review said the large 
current account and federal bud- 
get deficits, as well as the wea- 
kness of U3. exports and the pos- 
sibility of hjgher interest rates if 
the dollar fell sharply, have afl 
created important imbalances. 

“In ■ view of the int- 
erdependence of the world eco- 
nomy, they pose serious cha- 
Z/enges for po hey both in the Uni- 
ted States and abroad,” the report 


Bat it stressed US. action 
would be most likely to succeed if 
other countries did more to help 
build a coherent set of economic 
policies. 

The large US. budget deficit 
remained the primary target but 
the OECD cautioned that spe- 
nding cuts agreed by Congress last 
August might not have enough, 
effect as they were based on opt- 
imistic administration growth pro- 
jections. 

It also warned that possible tax 
cuts as a result of the 
administration-backed tax ove- 
rhaul plan could hinder the deficit 
reduction package. 

Fuelled by lower international 
investment, the US. current acc- 
ount deficit is expected to det- 
eriorate further to nearly 5150 bil- 
lion this year. 

This may be helped by a gradual 
'depreciation of the dollar through 
concerted action by the ministers 
from the Group of Five (G-5) ind- 


Britain plans 
to privatise 
major airports 

LONDON (Rj — Prime Minis ter 
Margaret Thatcher’s Con- 
servative government is planning 
to sell Britam’s major airports to 
the private sector for an expected 
£500 mil B ran ($.715 tnflfion). The 
government plans to sell seven 
airports as part of its policy of 
denationalising public businesses. 
Included will be London’s Hea- 
throw, die world’s busiest int- 
ernational airport The sale of the 
British Airports Authority, which 
runs the airports, could take place 
next year, the department of tra- 
nsport said. Each airport would be 
run as a separate company. The 
frOIalso paves tire way for the pri- 
vatisatioo of 16 airports owned by 
local authorities in Enghmd and 
Wales. They are likely to include 
Bi rmingha m, Liverpool and Man- 
chester asports. 


Peanuts 


ustrial countries. A sharp drop, 
however, could reignite infla tion 
and lead to higher Interest rates. 

But the OECD said stronger, 
and possibly riskier, medicine 
might be needed to correct ext- 
ernal imbalances. With the UJS. 
now a net debtor nation, a long 
period of trade surplus may have 
to be brought about, the report 
said. 

The' weakening of export- 
related industries has also created 
imbalances between economic 
sectors. This, coupled with a tem- 
porary drop in consumer demand 
which may undermine corporate 
investment plans, could create 
more domestic instability, the 

OECD said. 

■ 

G-5 to debate coordinated 
interest rate cuts 

Meanwhile, leading industrial 
nations will discuss the possibility 
of bringing down their interest 
rates together when they meet in 
London this weekend but they are 
unlikely to agree on action right 
away. Western monetary sources 
said Thursday. 

The sources said that economic 
conditions in the G-5 nations — 
the United States. Japan, West 
Germany, Britain and France — 
did not appear to favour a sim- 
ultaneous reduction at present. 

U 5 . government sources said a 
Washington Post report that quo- 
ted a Hi jjh treasury official as con- 
tra dieting remarks on the 
interest-rate issue Wednesday by 
West German Economics Min- 
ister Martin Bangemann may have 
gone too far. 

Mr. Bangemann told reporters 
in W ashing ton on Wednesday that 
US. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker was "very much interested 
in having everybody lower interest 
rates,” and wanted the issue dis- 
cussed and if possible decided. 

■ The Post quoted the official as 
sayfog "there simply is not going 









Nobora Talceshfta 

to be a coordinated interest rate 
reduction exercise.” The remark 
depressed UJS. stock and bond 
markets and helped underpin a 
weak dollar. 

The sources said it was possible 
the London meeting would debate 
whether to coordinate interest 
reductions when the timing was 
right. - 

Japanese Finance Minister 
Noboni Takeshi ta appeared to 
hint at this when he said be hoped 
to see an "acoord of perception” 
towards an easing of credit con- 
ditions emerge from the meeting: 
Mr. Takeshi ta said on leaving 
Tokyo for London that an easing 
of credit conditions will be a topic 
at the meeting. 

French Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy made a similar ass- 
ertion in Paris. 

Lower interest rates in the 
major industrial nations would 
help spur economic growth and 
provide welcome relief to hard- 
pressed debtor nations whose debt 
servicing b31s are determined by 
international interest rate levels. 

Reduced rates would provide 
support to Mr. Barker’s plan to 
shore up the international debt 
situation. Mr. Bangemann said 
Mr. Baker bad told him in their 
talks early this week that lower 
rates would be a "decisive con- 
tribution to the indebted cou- 
ntries.” 

Japan is anxious to lower its int- 
erest rates but does not want to 
weaken the yen as a result. Acc- 
ordingly, it feels it can only cut 


Marthi Bangemann 

'interest rates in step with its main 
economic partners, the sources 
said. 

Strengthening the weak yen 
against the dollar was a principal 
objective of the historic meeting 
of the G-5 last Sept. 22 in New 
York's Plaza Hotel. 

The five industrial powers ann- 
ounced an agreement to drive the 
dollar down to blunt trade pro- 
tectionism on Capitol H3L 

A weaker yen has been fuelling 
a massive Japanese trade surplus 
with the United States, and 
no-one wants to see toe yen fall 
a gain , cheapening Japanese exp- 
orts to America. 

Accordingly , the sources said 
Japan wants to be certain that if it 
reduces its interest rates, the move 
will not have toe effect of wea- 
kening the yen. Such an outcome 
would result from an isolated 
interest-rate cut, analysts said. 

In Britain, there appears to be 
no scope at all for cutting interest 
rates, which were raised just last 
week and may be on the verge of 
going even high er. The increase 
was an attempt to protect the 
pound sterling as the price of oil, a 
major export earner for Britain, 
declines. 

Mr. Bangemann told reporters 
here that West Germany was alr- 
eady stimulating its economy thr- 
ough fiscal measures and did not 
feel the time was necessarily right 
for interest-rate cuts. 

In the United States, even tho- 
ugh Mr. Baker seems in favour of 
a discussion on interest rates, the 


James Baker 

timing may not be tight for the 
independent central bank, the 
Federal Reserve Board (Fed), to 
reduce them. 

Fed Chairman Paul Voldker, 
who will attend toe London mee- 
ting, is known to believe that deep 
budget deficit reductions must 
take place before he can afford to- 
cut the Fed’s discount rate. 

■ _ 

Gold prices soar on strong 

demand from Middle East 

Amid these developments, gold 
prices soared to toe highest level 
in 19 months in fast-moving dea- 
lings in New York and on Eur- 
opean bullion markets Thursday, 
fuelled by Tumours of a mystery 
buyer and a possible fall in world 
interest rates. 

The surge in demand, mainly 
from tile Middle East later mod- 
erated but some dealers said a fur- 
ther boost in precious metals 
could be in the cards, possibly tak- 
ing gold to $400 an ounce. It rea- 
ched S377 in Zurich Thursday. 
a The rush into gold was sparked 
by reports of a mystery buyer, pos- 
sibly the Sultan of Brunei, and by 
signs that finance minis ters of lea- 
ding industrial nations wDl con- 
sider coordinated cuts in interest 
rates. 

Dealers said the rumours cen- 
tred mainly on the Sultan of Bru- 
nei. reputed to be the world's ric- 
hest man with a portfolio est- 
imated at some $35 bQHoc. 

According to the reports, he 
wants to purchase 55 billion worth 


Japanese trade surplus hits new record 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s trade sur- 
plus hit a record in 1 985 , with pre- 
liminary figures issued Thursday 
showing a 546J4 billion gap bet- 
ween exports and imports. 

The finance ministry said the 
surplus for December alone was a 
monthly record of $6.64 billion. 

The huge imbalances piled up 
despite efforts during the last 
three months of 1985 to cut back 
Japan’s competitive advantage by 
forcing up the international value 
of the yen. 

Preliminary figures for the trade 
surplus with toe United States 
shewed yet another record of 
$39.51 billion, up 19.4 per cent 
from 1984. 

Final figures are expected to put 
the surpluses even higher, officials 
said, with toe UB.-Japan trade 
gap likely to approach $50 bflfion. 

The latest figures are likely to 
stimulate renewed demands wit- 
hin the UB. Congress for mea- 


sures to keep out Japanese goods. 

These demands had abated in 
recent-months as the rise in value 
of toe yen promised to put a long- 
term brake on Japanese exports. 

Thursday’s preliminary 
customs-cleared figures included 
the costs of insuring and tra- 
nsporting Japan’s imports. In the 
final tally these will be deducted,, 
making the import figure lower 
and the surplus higher. 

The Japanese export figure for 
December was -one more record, 
.up 123 per cent to $17.93 billion. 
Imports for die month fell 03 per 
cent to $1128 bilfion. 

The 1985 export total also was a 
record, up 33 per cent to 5175 
billion. However, this was the 
low4kt annual rise in three years. 

Total inqrorts fell 5.1 per cent 
against 1984 to*reach $129-5 bil- 
lion. 

- Japan's biggest export item was 
vehicles. Sales were up 24.8 per 


cent to $1935 billion. 

Office equipment was the sec- 
ond biggest seller but this fell 53 
per cent to $4.1 billion. Video cas- 
settes recorders came third with 
sales of $3.98 billion, up 12.6 per 
oent over the previous year. 

Meanwhile, European Com- 
mission President Jacques Delore 
will fly to Tokyo on Monday with a 
clear message — Japan must take 
concrete steps to boost its imports 
or risk restrictions on its exports to 
-the European Community (EC). 

EC officials said Mr. Delore 
would tell Prime Minister Yas- 
uhiro Nakasone that although 
Japan was increasing its imports 
fro m the rest of the world, its exp- 
orts were rising at an even fester 
rate. Exports to the EC rose by a 
22.6 per cent in December alone. 

Mr. Defers wSl argue that faced 
with an escalating deficit, the 
1 2 -nation group would find ithard 


to continue resisting demands for 
protectionist measures against 
cars, electronic equipment, che- 
micals and other Japanese goods 
ftooding the EC. 

The Tokyo figures showed the 
EC’s trade deficit with Japan up 
by $1.1 billion in 1985 toa record 
$11.1 billion. EC figiues for 1985 
have yet to be published but its 
calculation of the deficit is nor- 
mally some $2 billion higher bec- 
ause it uses a different bass. 

Japan’s exports to the EC rose 
four fold in the nine years to 1 984 
when they totalled some $22 bil- 
lion. 

One EC official said that alt- 
hough Mr. Defers would not be 
entering detailed negotiations 
with Mr. Nakasone and his min- 
isters, “he needs to bring back 
with him a positive signal that 
Japan is prepared to speed up its 
imp ort programme." 


Pierre Beregovoy 

of gold, or about 14 million oun- 
ces. 

Spearheaded by huge gains of 
almost $30 an ounce on the Lon-, 
don and Zurich markets, the price' 
of gold on New York’ s commodity 
exchange Thursday jumped as 
much as 518.80 an ounce to its 
highest level since April 1984. 

Gold for delivery in February 
rose to $369.50 from Wed- 
nesday's close of $350.70, but 
then fell back to $357.60. 

The buying enthusiasm spilled 
over into other precious metals 
markets, with silver gaining 20 
cents an ounce and platinumrismg 
$14 an ounce. 

However, U£. analysis said 
Middle Eastern investors were 
prominent buyers of gold Thu- 
rsday in continental Europe and 
London, setting toe stage for a 
substantial rally in New York as 
demand overseas spilled into the 
U3. market. 

They said Middle East traders 
appeared to be reducing and, per- 
haps, flattening positions in cur- 
rency markets on the prospect that 
lower rates could follow. 

The dollar-rich Arab traders 
were combing the world for a 
place ro park their money and gold 
appeared to be as good a place as 
any.” one precious metals analyst 
said. 

European traders spoke the' 
aggressive short covering, mainly 
by Middle Eastern buyers worried 
by the fighting in South Yemen 
and tension between Libya and 
the United States. 


China gives 
top key posts 
to youth 

PEKING (R) — China has rep- 
laced nearly all the top managers 
of 3 ,000 key state firms as part of a 
major shake-up to phase out. age- 
ing cadres with younger, better 
educated and more competent 
people, the China Da3y said Fri- 
day. It said 90 per cent of those 
holding top positions in the com- 
panies, which produce nearly half 
the nation's industrial output, had 
been replaced in two massive 
dean^culs ordered by the gov- 
ernment since 1982. It did not say 
which industries were involved. 

The paper said tile average age of 
the new managers was 46.6 years, 
with nearly 90 per cent having a 
college education. The new peo- 
ple warmly support toe economic 
reform programme masterminded 
by top leader, Mr.Oeng Xiaoping, 
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We're WAY behind on our bills. See if 
the Pentagon wants to buy one of 
my hammers." 



Andy Capp 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri AmoM and Bob Lae 



IMPATIENT 
PRIVEKWHO 
HA® TO STOP FO* 
A TRAFFIC L/6HT 
USUALLY POES THIS 


Now arranged circled letters to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer her$: 



Yesterday's t 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; RUSTY SWASH AVENUE LEDGER 

Answer A political platform la something a 

candidate needs when he hasn’t this — 

A LEG TO STAND QN 
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WASHINGTON (R) — A congressional sub- 
committee has mounting evidence that Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos and his wife Imelda 
own at least $250 million in U.S. real estate inv- 
estments, a panel spokesman said. 

The evidence c a™ in a report was believed to be back in the Fhi- 
on the Marcos property holdings iippines. 

by the House of Representatives The sub -committee plans to 


Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee 
on Asian and Pacific Affairs. . 

Sub-committee Chairman Ste- 
phen Solarz said in a television 
interview later: “I personally have 
absolutely no doubt whatsoever 
that the president and the first 
lady of the Philippines have inv- 
ested hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in real estate in New York 
City and to some extent elsewhere 
throughout the country/’ 

Mr. Solarz added: “I think that 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcos are now in 
the world class of corrupt national 
leaders." 

David Frank, a spokesman for 
the sub committee, told Reuters 
the panel had uncovered “mou- 
nting evidence" that foe Marcos 
own at least S250 million in US. 
real estate, including four New 
York City properties and an estate 
on nearby Long Island. 

The Marcos have repeatedly 
denied allegations that they own 
property in the United States. 

Mr. Frank said panel inv- 
estigators had found that Manila 
banker Rolando Gapud, said to 
handle the Marcos' personal fin- 
ances, played a key role in acq- 
uiring the property. 

He sakl the panel had issued a 
subpoena for Mr. Gapud but it 
had not been served because he 

Sikh leader 
shot in London 

LONDON (R) — A prominent 
member of Britain's Sikh com- 
munity has been shot and wou- 
nded in London and police sou- 
rces said the act was being inv- 
estigated as a possible political 
assassination attempt 

A police spokesman said San- 
gtar Singh Sandhu, injured in the 
right eye and ear. was in stable 
condition in hospital. 

Mr. Sandhu, a member of the 
moderate Sikh Akali Dal Party 
which heads foe government of 
India's troubled Punjab state, was 
hit by gunfire coming from bushes 
□ear tus bouse Thursday nigh t as 
he returned from work, foe spo- 
kesman said. 


The sub-committee plans to 
hold two public hearings next 
week to take testimony from as 
many as eight more witnesses 
whom Mr. Frank declined to ide- 
ntify, in its probe into the Marcos’ 
investments in the United States. 

The panel has issued about 20 
subpoenas, sub committee sources' 
said. 

In Manila, a nephew of Mis. 
Marcos resigned from foe Phi- 
lippine foreign service on Friday 
and pledged support for Corazon 
Aquino in the Feb. 7 presidential 
election, accusing President E. 
Marcos of bungling the economy. 

Norberto Romuald ez IH told a 
news conference be was quitting 
as commercial counsellor of the 
Philippine embassy in Brussels, 
Belgium, and as director of foe 
trade centre of foe Association of 
South-East Asian Nations in Rot- 
terdam. The Netherlands. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said he had not heard of the res- 
ignation of Mr. Romuald ez, the 
second official to quit a foreign 
post in two weeks. Leticia Ramos 
Shahani, a cousin of Mr. Marcos 
and United Nations deputy 
secretary-general, resigned Jan. 6 
after government criticism of her 
support for Mrs. Aquino. 

Mr. Marcos campaigned Thu- 
rsday in Pangasinan province, 


north of Manila, where he bled 
slightly from one hand after being 
scratched by crowds, according to 
a nurse who attended to the pre- 
sident. 

The presidential palace had no ' 
word cm Mr. Marcos’ bleeding, 
but the government television sta- 
tion reported an 1 Friday that he 
must have sustained scratches 
while mmg ffn g with his sup- 
porters. 

A palace spokesman sail “this 
often happens'’ when Mr. Marcos 
or his wife appear at public fun- 
ctions such as the one on Thursday 
in Dagupan, 160 kilometres nor- 
theast or Manila. 

Mr. Marcos was treated for foe 
scratches inside a cubicle cm the 
■stage at foe Dagupan rally and 
then delivered his speech during 
which he also apologised to his 
audience for having a croaky 
voice. 

“Don’t worry/’ the 68-year-oki 
president said. “I have a cold/* 

Eyewitnesses said Mr. Marcos 
was being carried to the stage, as 
in triumph, by presidential aides 
and security men when a woman 
dashed forward and tried to seize 
his right hand, on which there was 
already a sticking plaster just 
below die fingers. 

He winced as if in pain and his 
son, Ferdinand Marcos Junior, 
called to foe aides: "Bring him 
down, bring him down.” 

But they carried foe president 
to the stage where he waved to the 
crowd and then ducked into the 
cubicle with a nurse. Whe he re- 
appeared a few moments later, he 
had additional plaster on his for- 
earm. 


WASHINGTON (R>— The Uni- 
ted States has won a preliminary 
agreement that could turn a tiny 
group of Pacific islands into a 
major UJS. military base if it loses 
the two key bases it now maintains 
in the Philippines. 

The contingency accord signed 


about 500 square kilometres, is 
currently negotiating with Was- 
hington for self-governing status. 

Although US. officials have 
said they are confident foe United 
States will not be thrown outof foe 
Philippines, the Senate Int- 
elligence Committee has said foe 


last Friday with Palau, a U 5 . trust government there could be ove- 
territory in the West Pacific with a rthrown by rebels in three years if 


population of about 12,000. was 
nfrt publicised in the United Sta- 
tes. 

But a copy obtained by Renters 
shows it would complete leases 
and agreements fora U 5. fallback 
to an arc of Pacific islands used by 
the Japanese in World War II, 
which already include Guam and 
the Northern Marianas, if Was- 
hington lost Subic naval base and 
Clark air base in the Philippines. 

The accord would permit con- 
struction of a 16 hectare U.S. 
naval base in Palau's Malakai har- 
bour and a 26.5 hectare air base in 
return for more than 5300 million 
in UJS. aid. 

Palau, which consists of 200 isl- 
ands and islets with a land area of 


major problems facing the country 
were not solved. 

A compromise in the new agr- 
eement would prohibit US. use, 
testing, storage or disposal of nuc- 
lear weapons in Palau but allow 
foe United States to operate 
nuclear-capable ships and planes 
there without confirming or den- 
ying whether they in fact were nuc- 
lear armed. 

The United States has already 
leased more than 8,000 hectares 
for possible bases on Saipan, a 
122-square kilometre island, and 
its smaller neighbour. Tinian, site 
of seven World War □ airfields in 
foe Northern Marianas islands, 
another US. -associated territory. 


PARIS (AF) — French and Bri- his French, counterpart Jean Aur- 
tish transport ministers agreed oux and their officials ended at 3 
eariy on Friday cn a single project a.m. 

to reafise the 180-year-old dream Their experts met again later 
of a fixed transport link across foe Friday to “finalise details of the 
English rhaiwiei, .but details were draft joint statement” to be made 
being kept secret, French officials on Monday by President Francois 
indicated. Mitterrand and Prime Minister 

“We have a dear impression Margaret Thatcher in the nor- 
they settled on one project” from them Reach city of Lille, the off- 
foe three still in consideration — a trial said, 
rail tunnel, road and rail tunnels, France had favoured a rail tun- 
and a road bridge- tunnel com- nel while Mrs. Thatcher was said 
bination, said an official dose to to support the possibility of dri- 
the talks, speaking 00 condition of ving non-stop between Britain 


anonymity. 

But there may be government 


and France, but support swung 


Indian pilot thrown ’ 
off own plane 

NEW DELHI (R) — An Indian 
Airlines pilot who made an uns- 
cheduled stop to eject an aig- . 
umentative passenger found him- ^ 
self taken off the plane by ann- 
oyed airline officials. Indian new- 
spapers reported. The pilot of the 
Bombay- Delhi flight on India's 


between the various projects at domestic carrier on Wednesday 


bring in the losers as partners “to 


improve the project,” indicating 
the dans could be further mod- 


ified, die official said. 

Meetings involving British Tra- 
nsport Minister Nicholas Ridley, 


various times. 

The official said h was possible 
the governments’ agreement 
could include “ p ressure that die 
losers be associated with foe win- 
ning team to improve the pro- 
ject.” 


South Africa and Lesotho 

■ 

begin talks on blockade 


Mine kills 2 soldiers 
in latest Tamil attack 


Wu says no improvement 
in Sino-Soviet political ties 


COLOMBO (R) — Two soldiers 
were killed and three others inj- 
ured on Friday when a guerrilla 
landmine exploded in Sri Lanka’s 
eastern province, die Defence 
Ministry said. 

A spokesman said foe landmine 
blew up under a military vehicle. 
No other details were available. 

The National Security Ministry 
said on Thursday it had declared a 
Z ,000-metre security zone around 
the main military base in the nor- 
thern town of Jaffna and other 
camps in the northern province. 

The statement followed mortar 
attacks last Tuesday and again on 
Thursday on Jaffna fort by gue- 
rrillas fighting for a separate Tamil 
state. 

The ministry said three rebels 


rsday after foe attack. 

Newspapers reported on Friday 
that three civilians were killed and 
1 5 more wounded in the same inc- 
ident but defence officials were 
unable to confirm civilian cas- 
ualties. 

National Security Minister Lal- 
ifo Afoulathmudali was quoted by 
the state-owned Observer as say- 
ing he believed the Eelam Rev- 
olutionary Organisation of Stu- 
dents (EROS) was responsible for 
a bomb explosion in Colombo on 
Thursday. 

A policeman and a civilian were 
injured in the blast at a busy sho- 
pping centre, officials said. EROS, 
one of several guerrilla groups fig- 
hting in northern and eastern 
areas, has claimed responsibility 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — South erupted military coup in Lesotho. 
African and Lesotho officials About 100 soldiers in personnel 
began talks an Friday seeking a carriers and jeep surrounded 
solution to a dispute which has led Prime Minister Leabua Jon- 
to a crippling blockade of Les- a than ’s office in Maseru for sev- 
otho, a tiny kingdom encircled by eral hours on Wednesday, acc- 
South African territory. ording to eyewitnesses. 

Lesotho’s Cabinet Secretary P. The soldiers left foe area after 
Rasekoai and South African For- Mr. Jonathan and senior par- 
eign Ministry Deputy Director-, amilitaiy force officers went to foe 
General N. van Heerden met in nearby royal palace for talks with j 
Pretoria after Pretoria demanded Lesotho's King Mosfaoeshoe, dip- 1 
talks on alleged infiltration of lomatic sources said. I 

black guerrillas from Lesotho. “This speculation that has ari- 
The latest crisis between the sen, the blame can be put squarely 
two countries has led to South Afr- on the shoulders of foe South Afr- 
ica imposing tough restrictions kan Broadcasting Corporation/' 
since the new year at border cro- Information Minister Desmond i 
ssing points, causing a shortage of Sixishe told reporters, 
essential supplies in Lesotho. In Pretoria, a spokesman for the 

Pretoria has said the control of South African Broadcasting Cor- 
cross-border traffic is necessary to po ration said one of its TV crews' 
stop African National Congress was expelled from Lesotho on 
(ANC) guerrillas launching att- Thursday after Mr. Sixishe obj- 
acks from Lesotho in their cam- ected to a question put to him dur- 
paign against white rule in South ing an interview. 

Africa. The Lesotho government said 

On Thursday, Lesotho accused the troops at the prime minister’s 
South Africa's state-run media of office on Wednesday were inv- 
creating speculation of an att- estigatmg a bomb scare. 


were killed and several injured in. for previous explosions in Col- 
a gun figh t with troops on Thu- orribo. 


PEKING (R) — The political rel- 
ationship between China and the 
Soviet Union has not fun- 
damentally improved despite 
much more economic and trade 
exchanges, Chin a’s Foreign Min- 
ister Wu Xueqian said Friday. 

The. New China News Agency, 
reported Mr. Wu as saying in a 
report on China's diplomacy in 
1 985 that Peking sincerely wished 
to establish good ne ighbo u riyTeT- 
ations with Moscow. 

If foe Soviet side is really sm- 
cerc in improving relations, it sho- 
uld take action to remove the 


“It should stop supporting Vie- n ■ 
foam in its invasion cfKanqwchea JXlilrlo CltZltiy 
and urge the withdrawal of the j j j 

Vietnamese troops from Kam- SnUttlC ICMulTlg 
puchea," he said.. . „ j i ° 

The other two “obstacles?’ are JOT ZTlU CLGV 
the Soviet intervention in Afg- •' * 

hanistan and what Peking sees as CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
Sov iet Uoopconcentrations on the (Rj _ Rain fo Florida forced off- 


Judicial panel recommends ANC leader 
freedom for jailed Shagari pledges to 


LAGOS (R) — A special judicial not be immediate because the rec- 
panei has recommended the rel- omrnendatkm to the poJicy- 


Chinese border. 

A Western diplomat said C hina 
had been irritated by Soviet sta- 
tements that political relations 
between foe two countries were 
inqjnovmg. “The three obstacles 
concern China's national security 


“three major obstacles" instead of and cannot be l igh tly set aside ." he 
dodging the question, he said. said. 


French opposition unveils New Zealand 

radical programme prepares case 

PARIS fR) — France's right-wing and solid majority next March. If agai n St three 
opposition has unveiled a radical that is the case, we will not shirk 4. 

programme of measures to curb our responsibilities.” <1 / aCHCH agCUiS 


PARIS (R) — France's right-wing 
opposition has unveiled a radical 
programme of measures to curb 
the role of foe state and abolish 
economic controls if it wins power 
in a general election on March 16. 

Jacques Chirac and Jean Lec- 
anuet, leaders of foe Gauliist RPR 
and the centre-right UDF. pre- 
sented a 29-page list of measures 
on Thursday, agreed after more 
than six months of tough bac- 
kstage negotiations. 

The most far-reaching promises 
include a return to foe private sec- 
tor of leading state-owned banks, 
insurance and industrial com- 
panies. abolition of exchange and 
price controls and a virtual end of 
public broadcasting. 

Opinion polls show foe right 
poised to win an absolute majority 
in the National Assembly, but the 
opposition is divided over whether 
it Should “cohabit’' with President 
Francois Mitterrand or seek to 
make him resign. 

"This programme is the only 
one which can permit the recovery 
of our country.” Mr. Chirac said. 
“The French must give us a large 


and solid majority next March. If 
that is the case, we will not shirk 
our responsibilities." 

Prime Minister Laurent Fabius, 
visiting alsace to dram up votes for 
foe ruling socialists, denounced 
the opposition programme for 
“seeking above all to demolish.” 

He said the opposition's eco- 
nomic proposals would lead to an 
increase of 70 billion francs (58 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zea- 
land police said on Friday they 
were completing documentation 
for the possible extradition of 
three French secret service 
(DGSE) agents despite admitting 
there was virtually no prospect of 


billion) in the budget deficit. I raen sta ^ding trial 


which would relaunch inflation. 

The programme said the French 
economy had lost half a mSfion 
jobs since 1981 because of foe 
Socialists' “sectarianism and inc- 
ompetence.” 

It set the goal of an economic 
growth rate “equal or superior to 
that of our European partners” in 
order to restore employment. 

The two parties also promised a 
return without delay to majority 
voting system instead of foe pro- 
portional system introduced by 
Mr. Mitterrand for this year’s ele- 
ctions. 

The programme promised 
immediate abrogation of France's 
extensive system of price controls. 
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QjK— Neither vulnerable, as South 
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+Q765 *8 OQJ9862 4 A* 
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9 

■ 

What do you bid now? 
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North East Sooth 
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Tbe three men are all wanted 
for their part in the Paris-ordered 
bombing of foe former Gre- 
enpeace protest flagship Rainbow 
Warrior last July 10 in which one 
crew member was killed. 

Two officers in the DGSE are 
currently serving 10-year jail 
terms in New Zealand for the sab- 
otage operation. 

Auckland police spokesman 
Maurice Wfaitnam cold reporters a 
detailed prosecution case against 
the three was being completed in 
case any or all of them ever left 
France and could be extradited. 

"We have to be in a position 
where we can commence ext- 
radition proceedings at a mom- 
ent's notice,” he added. 

Whitham said New Zealand 
police had no idea where foe men 
were. 

New Zealand issued int- 
ernational murder and sabotage 
warrants against Chief Petty Off- 
icer Roland Verge and Petty Off- 
icers Gerald Andries and Jean- 
Michel Bartelot soon after foe 
Rainbow Warrior was blown up 
and sunk at its Auckland harbour 
mooring, drowning crew member 
Fernando Pereira. 

The agents were identified in an 
official French inquiry into foe 
operation which New Zealand 
Prime Minister David Lange cal- 
led “sordid act of international 
state-backed terrorism/* 

French Law protects its citizens 
from extradition andfars has said 
foe three would not be tried in 

France because they were acting 

under orders. 

The three men sailed to New 
Zealand on the yacht Ouvea 
which was later scuttled som- 
ewhere in the South Pacific. They 
later reappeared to present the- 
mselves to French police in Paris 
but were not detained. 


trials of the U.S. space agency to 
postpone the scheduled landing 
on Friday of the delay-plagued 
shuttle for the second day running. 

Low cloud and rain over Ken- 
nedy Space Centre dosed on the 
shuttle runway, and officials dec- 
ided to keep foe space craft in 
orbit for another 24 hours before 
.attempting a third Imdfog in Cape 
Canaveral on Saturday. 

They decided against diverting 
the shuttle with its seven-member 
crew to Edwards Air Force Base 
in Catifbmia. 

The shuttle, which had a record 
seven postponements before 
lifting-off on Sunday, was due to 
land on Thursday but ram had for- 
ced postponement of the landing. 
The shuttle has enough fuel to 
keep frying until Sunday. 

Officials of foe space agency 
said they were encouraged by 
Columbia’s performance, which 
included foe successful launching 
of an RCA communications sat- 
ellite on the first day. 

Bat they acknowledged dis- 
appomtment with foe problems 
that arose m performing materials 
processing expe rim ents because 
of equipment failures. 

In addition, the crew’s attempts 
to photograph Halley's Comet 
were hampered by a problem with 
a special camera. 


ease from detention of former 
Nigerian President Shehu Shagari 
and his deputy Alex Ekwueme. 

"We recommend that the sub- 
ject should be relased from det- 
ention and that foe release be 


making aimed. forces ruling cou- 
ncil could take some time to be 
considered. 

The pane! heard accusations of 
large-scale corruption during Mr. 


^ tie S ^ Sf °r r th yeaiS “P OW ^ Wi * 

panel chairman. Justice Samson 

ci A in hie miinnc ^ to received well over 22 


panel chairman. Justice Samson 
tUwaifo . said in each of his rulings. 

The two have been held without 
charge since General Mohammad 
Buhari overthrew their gov- 
ernment, Nigeria's last civilian 
administration, two years ago. 

Gen. Buhari was himself top- 


million naira (about foe same in 
dollars) from a French-run com- 
pany on a 329 million naira con- 
struction contract in 1981. 

But Mr. Uwaifo said there was 
no evidence that Mr. Shagari 


pled last August by Gen. Ibrahim knew of the deal or benefited fro nr 
Babangida, who freed many det- it and rejected a prosecution arg- 
ainees and set up the panel to rev- ument- that, as president at foe 
lew cases of those stall held. time, Mr. Shagari should be held 
Lawyers said tbe release of Mr. responsible for offences of his 
Shagari and Mr. Ekwneme may party colleagues. 

Britain bans Farrakhan’s entry 


LONDON (R) - The British 
government has barred black 
American Muslim leader Louis 
Farrakhan from entering Britain 
for his alleged anti-Semitic rem- 
arks. 

Home Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said in a letter to members of par- 
liament: 

“I have decided in the Egfrt of 
Mr .Farrakhan’s pub Ik statements 
that his presence in Britain would 
not be conducive to foe public 
good and have given instructions 


that he should be refused leave to 
enter if be seeks admission ..." 

Mr. Farrakhan.. leader of the 
Chicago-based black organisation 
Nation of Islam, had been invited 
to address a meeting in north 
London organised by foe Black 
Peoples' Association. 

Mr. Farrakhan caused a furore 
in the United States last year when 
he was quoted as saying “Hitler 
was a great man” and describing 
Judaism as a “gutter religion.” 


Court rejects attempted murder charge 
against New York ‘subway vigilante’ 


NEW YORK (R) —A US. judge 
on Thursday dismissed attempted 
murder charges against Bernhard 
Goetz, who became a hero to 
some New Yorkers and a monster 
to others for shooting four blade 

youths on an underground train in 
1984. 

But in his ruling, which cited 
technical errors in the pro- 
secution's case and possible per- 
jury by two of the youths. Judge 
Stephen Crane gave foe 'pro- 
secution foe option of submitting 
foe attempted murder charges to a 
new grand jury. 

Prosecutors also have two other 
options: they can appeal his ruling 
or simply tiy the so-called "sub- 
way vigilante” on lesser illegal gun 
and reckless endangerment cha- 
rges. 

Those charges were not affected 
by Judge Crane’s derision, but 
defence lawyers long have exp- 
ressed confidence that they could 
successfully argue against them in 
a courtroom. 

Prosecutors said they were still 
studying the derision, but Mr. 
Goetz and his lawyers were bou- 
yaaL 


Mr. Goetz smiled and waved to 
reporters as he entered a law off- 
ice. shouting: “I never thought it 
would come this fast.” Lawyer 
Barry Slotnkk. urged prosecutors 
“to end this man’s long nig- 
htmare/' 

Mr. Goetz, 38, a bachelor who 
runs his own electronics . repair 
business in Manhattan’s Gre- 
enwich village, burst into world 
headlines on Dec. 22, 1984, when 
he pulled a small silver handgun 
ana opened fire, hitting two of foe 
young men in the back. One rem- 
ains paralysed in a hospital. 

Mr. Goetz said he acted in self- 
defence. saying foe youths were 
harassing him and had demanded- 
i5. 

He was at first hailed as a hero 
by New Yorkers fed up with street 
crime and, in January, foe first 
grand jury to hear the evidence 
and decide whether it merited 
trial, threw out foe attempted 
murder charges, indicting hun 
only on the weapons and end- 
angerment counts. 

But public sentiment soon 
began a turnabout, with civil rights 


leaders and social commentators 
leading foe chorus of protest. 
Their fury mounted as Mr. Goetz 
began demanding changes in foe 
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HARARE (R) - Tbe African "Musketeer generation 
National Congress (ANC) wilj <“■ hi 1984 it fough 

protect the democratic rights oi two oos ^y takeover attempts 
whites in South Africa under maj- Th ursda y Walt disney produci 
ority rule, ANC leader Oliver smprised Wall Street by repoi 
Tambo has said. ,ts best first-quarter earnings 

In an interview in Lusaka with ^34 -7 million compared 
Zimbabwe’s Herald newspaper, *32 .2 million last year. Sales ii 
Mr. Tambo said his movement 9 uar * er ended December 31 \ 
was fighting to create a united up IS per cent to i504.2 roil 
South Africa that catered for all its from W26.5 mSlion. 
people regardless of colour. 

"Once they (whites) come to' ^ . ,, 

accept that South Africa must be Man-eater StalKS 

ruled by its people together, as cit- Indian tea estate 

izens of equal worth ... then they 
will understend that their rights in 

a democratic, non -racial South NEW DELHI (R) — A r 
Africa will be protected just like eating tiger and two wild 
the rights of every other single ch- phants have kil led five poop: 
izen of the counhy.” he added. . West Bengal state in the pas 
Mr. Tambo , whose ANC is pie- days- the Press Trust of India 
dged to overthrowing Pretoria's Friday. The animals trigg 
white -dominated government, panic among workers at se* 
said his movement would not give ^ estates in Dooare district 
whites special constitutional r igh ts agency said. Hie Royal Be 
if it came to power. tiger mauled two men to d 

“When we get majority rule — whDe ? P 8 * of elephants tram 
and that is now in sight — we will a ra ? t “ er daughter and a 
be ruling foe country together as ntatKm worker. 

South Africans, not as blacks or 

whites. Chinese brothers 

"The main thing is to get away 

from foe notion that whites are .run across Country 
foreigners in South Africa or that 

Africans are primitive and must Dr=irTX1 ^ _ 

always be under white rule/' he (R) — Two brotl 

added. have run tbe length of China f 

In Johannesburg, police sakl on north to south, covering 6,600 
Friday one man was killed and six ° fn ? Cres *n 136 days, the I 
were injured in fresh outbreaks of News Agency said Fri 


returned unexpectedly to Bom- 
bay, apparently to eject a pas- 
senger who had aggressively com- 
plained about a 40-minute take- 
off delay, foe Statesman new- 
spaper said. But. after the plane 
landed at Bombay, other pas- 
sengers blamed the pilot and after 
what the newspaper described as 
“ugly scenes,” the plane took off 
again for Delhi three hours later 
with a different pilot. The new- 
spaper said the delay caused an p 
unidentified film star to miss a ' 
connecting fligh t and almost miss 
his own wedding. 

■ 

H uman remains 
found inside crocodile 


BRISBANE (R) — Human 
bones, toenails and fingernails spi- ~ 
lied out of foe stomach of a giant 
crocodile when it was cut open 
after being killed in northern Aus- 
tralia, police said. They said the 
remains inside the five-metre long 
maneater were probably those of a 
woman who disappeared last 1 
month near Cairns while wading 
in a creek to cool off after a party, y : 
The disappearance erf 43 -year-old ’ ! 
Beryl Wruck lend to a Queensland ! 

state government decision this 
week to move all Crocodiles from 
rivers and streams in foe area aro- 
und Cairns to crocodile farms. 

Walt Disney 
regains magic touch 

NE W YORK ( R) — Walt Disney 
seems to be recovering its touch. 

On Thursday foe company rep- 
orted the best quarterly earnings 
in its history. For years the firm - 
that charmed the world with such ’• 
creations as Mickey Mouse. Don- 
ald Duck and Bambi, .created j 
wonder with everything it did — 
from its amusement paries to fan- 
tastic and delightful films. Then 
The entertainment giant lost some 
of its magic. Its films remained 
geared toward a pre-adolescent 
audience — no sex, ever — but the 
mousketeer generation had < 
moved on. In 1984 it fought off 
two costly takeover attempts. On ; 
Thursday Walt disney productions 
surprised Wall Street by reporting ’ 
its best first-quarter earnings ever ! 
— i>34.7 million compared with' j 
S322mflKon last year. Sales in the i 
quarter ended December 31 were ‘ i 
up 18 per cent to i504.2 million '! 
from W26.5 million. 

■ 

■ 

Man-eater stalks 
Indian tea estate 

NEW DELHI (R) - A roan- ' 
eating tiger and two wild ele- 
phants have killed five people in 
West Bengal state in foe past 10 
days, the Press Trust of India said 
Friday.. The animals triggered 
panic among workers at several 
tea estates in Docrars district, the 
agency said. The Royal Batgal < 
tiger mauled two men to death -A 
whQe a pair of elephants trampled * 
a mother and daugh ter and a pla- 
ntation worker. 

4 

Chinese brothers ! 


gun laws in a series of public app- : anti-government violence around 
ea ranees South Africa overnight. 

. Anti-apartheid pro testers killed 

In March proseal tore submitted ^ man and another was injured 
the case to a second gra nd ju ry, in serious unrest in a black tow- 
which returned foe attempted nship near Pears ton in the eastern 
murder indictment dismissed by Cape, police headquarters in Pre- 
Judge Crane on Thursday. tona said. 

•Mr.C^lwcked^Mte^ Police nsedrear gas and shotgun 

fire to disperse the crowd after it ; 
secutors ^ petrol-bombed foe house and car 

law go self-defence. He termed it a former muncfllnr 
“» possibly prejudicial error." Sevea ^~ 

He questioned the March Co u ncill ors, regarded by many 
testimony ot two of the' victims. "If blacks as collaborators with the 
that testimony, going to the heart white-dominated government, 

of justification was perjured, as it 
strongly appears to have been, foe 
integrity or the second grand jury 
was severely undermined to say 

foe least" be said. 

_ i 
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In foe last month, two of foe 
youths have admitted id reporters 


PEKING (R) — Two brothers 
have run the length of China from 
north to south, covering 6,600 kil- 
ometres in 136 days, the New 
China News Agency said Friday- 
It said the Yan brothers, aged 26 
*tid 28, started from Mohe, 
China's most northerly village, on 
Sept. 1 last year and ran an ave- 
rage of 42 kilometres a day to 
reach a village in Haman Island off 
foe south coast. Their sister rode a 
bicyde beside them the whole 


peuui-uuLOL?cu me nouse ana car. . — , 
of a former councillor. Seventeen CamOrHiailS litter 
arrests were made. v «a/Sth 

Councillors, regarded by many CTCEflVlty 

blacks as collaborators with the 

white-dominated government. SACRAMENTO, California (R) 
have been foe target of attacks in — Government officials said oa 
e bas swept Thursday taxpayers last' year paid 

SoufoAfrxasmce February 1984. a record $10 picking upa 
Morefoan 1,050 people have died boar's head, discarded den- 

&Pm Ob 


In another incident in the tow-' 
nship, two blade men; were ser- 
iously injured when a mob stoned 


that they had intended to rob Mr. a bouse, poBce sakL ■ 

Goetz, contradicting what they Two men were wounded when 
told police at the time. In the 13 police used tear gas and shotgun 
months since foe incident, three of lire to disperse a sfone-forowam 
foe wounded youths have, been crowd at a coalmine near Wztbank 
arrested for various street crimes, in the Transvaal; jpehee said.’ ■ 


ifbmia’s. roadsides. Among foe 
-other odd items packed up along 
highways; a life-sized paper 
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